Hertfordshire launch Schools Referees Academy
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These are the founder members of the academy launched in October 2009. The academy is supported by Hertfordshire RFU, Schools and Referees Society, as well as having Wayne Barnes as Patron. Six members have already completed ELRA Parts 1 & 2 and others are expected to join and complete ELRA this season.

The aims are 
· To increase the number of participants in officiating rugby union amongst young people, by providing opportunities through schools’ and club rugby in Hertfordshire. 

· To assist in the development of young people in Hertfordshire Schools through the sport of rugby union and specifically the development of life skills of responsibility, people management, communication, fairness, self-control and fitness.
· To provide a pathway for young people in our Hertfordshire Schools to aspire to become international match officials
During the season activities are planned to provide practical opportunities as well as discussion. Members are also working towards Bronze, Silver and Gold awards that are achieved by gaining points by refereeing at school, club, county and Emerging Schools events. 
Further details and application forms are available from:

Colin Bashford at schools@hertsrefs.co.uk 
