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The Foreword >

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the 2010 Herts Coach Education Week and Coaching Conference programme.

This is the third year of our Annual Conference and the second year of our Coach Education Week. Building on the huge success of
the 2009 event, this yeard programme is bigger and better than ever. So much so, that this year the programme is a multi-site one T
encompassing North Hertfordshire College, Francis Bacon School in St Albans,St Albans Judo Club and Stanborough School in Welwyn
garden City, in addition to our hub site at the Hertfordshire Sports Village, University of Hertfordshire.

Over 2000 Continuing Professional Development (CPD) opportunities are on offer as part of this programme and we have, wherever
practicable, kept costs to an absolute minimum. At a time when escalating coach education and training costs are a real concern for
our voluntary sports clubs, our efforts should improve both affordability and accessibility to these training experiences and
development qualifications.

I would like to record my particular thanks to those partner organisations that have made this diverse and exciting programme
possible. The continued support that we receive from Nick Brooking and his team at the Hertfordshire Sports Village is invaluable,
and we are also indebted to the facility operators at the other sites for their helpful assistance and cooperation.

We are very grateful too for the support received from Sport England, sportscoach UK and the wide range of National Governing
Bodies (NGBs) that have helped formulate this year@ programme.

To all our presenters and volunteers, | extend a warm hand of friendship and feel confident that your visit to Hertfordshire, to
participate in this event, will be an enjoyable and memorable one. We are also extremely grateful for the support given by the
Saracens Sport Foundation, Apex Multisports, Gillette and the Oaklands Athletics Academy, and by Thomas Browne i great friend of
the Herts Sports Partnership i in acting as technical advisor to this year® event.

Last, but certainly not least, | thank you all for taking the trouble to join us for part of this programme. There is so much on offer that
one can hardly fail to find a session that will contribute to your development as a coach. With less than 1,000 days to the London
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, the ambitious legacy targets of those Games i particularly around increasing and sustaining
participation i will not be realised without a plentiful supply of quality coaches. This weekd programme is part of our contribution to
that effort, and | hope that all involved will have a hugely enjoyable and beneficial experience.

The scale and quality of this yeard programme is a great testament to the work of the Herts Sports Partnership i in particular the
organisers John O’Callaghan, Rob Hardwick and Lynsay Evans i who have managed to coordinate a programme of events and
opportunities that will be difficult to equal anywhere in the UK this year.

As Chairman of the host organisation, | am both proud and delighted at what we are about to serve up this year. In sporting terms, for
a small organisation we continue to punch well above our weight and this programme is another excellent example of what can be
achieved, even with limited resources, when key stakeholders all pull in the same direction.

Enjoy the programme, and remember that only through your efforts as coaches can all those others i particularly our young people -
enjoy their own sporting experiences.

GRAHAME BOWLES
Chairman, Herts Sports Partnership
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