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The strategic coritior Active Hertfordsisiieformed by the following policy documents:

Creating Active Plac8ports Facilities Strategy for the East of England

Draft East of England Plar6200

Existing Regional Planning Guidance for East AngliaEast Sogtd

Sustainable Communities Plan (2003)

East of England Regional Plan for Sport (2004)

A Shared VisiomThe Regional Economic Strategy for the East ofNEmgR20@H)

Regional Cities EasBusiness Case for Enabling Measures from Governmedt (July 200
A Better LifeRegional Cultural Strategy (2006)

NGB National Facilities Strategies (various)

Existing relevant selgional strategies

Within Hertfordshire the key policy documents relevant to Active Hertfordshire are summarisedle Apgevalix @f the Herts
Sports Partnership also provides important context for the County sports facilities strategy:

NB There is a developitast of Englasttategy covering wai@sed sport and recreation currently being led by the Environment
Agency, working in partnership with other regional stakeholders, including SporthEngteatddyasill include assessment and
identification of priorities for Hertfordshire.



FOREWORD

FOREWORD

6Act i ve HeHertfofdshiRdosthFadiliteSdategytis the first tiie Ecounty strategies to be developed in the
England; itas been informedbft e Vi si on, objectives and principles
Strategybut focuses on thecifitadlity development prioritpportunitiesd issues to be addressed in Hertfofidshire.
Strategy has been developed using the Active Places toolkit, plus other supply and demand assessment mode
consultation in the County, and, Wwhgra¢ in place, has also taken account of existing facility strategies at Distric
level.

There are a number of unique factors currently affecting and influencing provision of sports facilitieglangith@ntiti
County; th8ports Facilities Strategy provides a strategic framework to guide future provision, which underpins t
new and improved facilities and will help capitalise on opportunities for investment in the county, to benefitligar
improved opportunities for participation it sfibetlso help to raise the profile of sports and facility provision in the
drive the focus on increasing participation.

Funded and driverSport England athéHertsSports Parérship, the Strategy is a document for the whole county a
prepared on behalf of all those involved in the development and delivery of sports facilities.

Extensive consultation has taken place dulinglthyament Attive Hertfordshtimensure all partners and stakeholders
contributed to its Vision and priorities, and will therefore be abtkitopleinesits delivery.

The delivery and implementatfatioé Hertfordstieguire significant partnership anddibeldation; funding new and
replacement facilities is a major challenge and will need to be resourced at local level, using appropriate g o
delivery mechanisms.

ChairmanHertsSports Partnership

Chair of Hertfordshire AssociatiorChief Officers (HACO)

Regional Director, Sport England East

Strategic Leisure Limited (SLL), appointed by Sport Etigdardren8ports Partnetshigvelop this strategy would like
thank all those colleagues who have responded Botpagitivequests for information and consultation feedback; w
your time and input to this important strategy for Hertfordshire.

Mark Sutcliffe
Chief Executive, SLL

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Strategy May 2008 1
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Introduction

0Acti ve Hert f or diySports Facility Stratedies defeloped ih theoEast of England; @ sits underneatt

6Creating Active Placesdéd, the Sports Facilitacilitstr at
strategies. This hierarchy provide®il strategic context for the current and future provision of sports facility at cour
|l ocal Il evel. 6Active Hertfordshired should de usec

provision that is requireticalty, it should also assist in planning for provision cross boundary. District and borough s
facility strategies will need to reflect the county strategy, but provide a more detailed analysis of fadiéitynsegfiiremen
type, locatiopartners and specifically resources.

The developmentoA c t i v e -HheHettfdrdshirel Sports Faeililies Strategy has been driven by a number of imp
factors at local level which clearly identify the need for a prioritised randestatetpc future sports facility provision.
These factors include the faeddcal authorities to identify priorities for investment in sports facilities, given the compe
pressures at local level for capital and revenue funding, the neckdaltiimanol address the growing obesity issue,
particularly in young people, the need to increase participation, population growth, implementation of the educatiol
(Building Schools for the Future (BSF), Public Service Agreement 1 (RS3d)p&ishetide growing network of school
sports partnerships in the County, and thiticedd for a prioritised strategic framework to inform and guide the future
provision of sports facilities over the next id gresuse that the needs ofsbgtbwing population, and increased numbers
of participants can be rifidts framework underpins the Vision for future facilitinpfievifdodshitterough identification
oflocaffacility needs, and provides the basis fagemali partnership shape, implement and dédevstrategiyhe

identified priorities for future sports facility provision should also be reflected in Sustainable ComrefleitytB&ategies
guidance in the Government White Paper), and Local Area Agfeéniesty(, at | oc al aut hor i
Vision is joined up, and implemented strategically.

Given the overwhel ming need for investment i nistihghe (
provisionispmoor <condition, or is not 6fit for purposed i
supports the development of new provision which replaces such facitibesigrmath egfiropriate facilities, accessible to
all, irrspective of location. In adopting this approach, Active Hertfordshire aims to address the findings of the Active
Survey (Sport England 2006), which highlights the overall need to increase participation given the vergpgotrying tre
of tke current levels of physical activity across Hertfordshire:

Only 20.5% of all adults (16+) take part on 3 x 30 minutes of moderate exercise each week

Over 50% of adults do not participate in any sport or physical activity

Low car ownership, socio ecostatis, gender and other deprivation factors continue to be major barriers to parti
The post school drop off (at age 16) is very signdfreathian 50% of these young people stop participating in sport
physical activity

Active Hertfordiskalso advocates the facilitation of opportunities for sport to deloral avideonomic benefits and so
real iaddévahueerms of quality ofedlcatibnal achibvenastt h | mpr
regeneration, wheppeopriate, through both small anddatgenultise community facilities. Partnerships for delivery, or
innovative forms of governance, are cruciapfovlutets and partners in sports facility pitbegiodll help raise the

overall profitd sport and its various benefits, and extend the engagement of@sssegjemfganisations, which will

result in increased capacity to develop sports Gisitiehat all the Districts and Boroughs in the County except Broxbc
Boroughave now externalised the management of their public leisure facilities, the partnerships between local autt
operators are fundamental to ensuring equality of opportunity and equity of access in relation to public sports facilit

Equally,grtnerships at local level will be fundamental to the implementation and delivery of Active Hertfordshire. A
approach is set out for the implementation of the Strategy in Section V, but it is important to stress thargwhership
te Strategyb6bs recommendations is a shared responsib
Hertfordshiiea County Council which has significant responsibility for many local functions which affect the develop
delivey of sports facilities, but which has no direct management responsibility for facilities although it isli@olved in
use facilities; 10 local authorities (but no unitary authority) charged with delivering sports facilisies ebtoocaieabl, lot
provision, a significant number of other facilities e.g. school. HE/FE, and those managed by Town and iPanish Cour
political diversity across the county, and the significant potential through education of BSF.

This fragnmeation means there is no one owner of the strategy, but its implementation will require recognition of the
of the existing infrastructure, and a stronganc ommi t
Commuity Strategies to deliver the strategic recommendations for future sports facility provision in Hertfordshire.

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Stedqy March 2008 2
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1.8

1.9

1.10

The Need for Active Hertfordshire

Similar to many other counties, Hertfordshire has a current stock of sport and leisure fauailitiase natryf thev
appropriate quality, nor in the appropriate location to effectively address community needs, have suffegreetrftom a la
investment, and which are inaccessible/unwelcoming for some potential users; the Couititg absoablekeffatalging

or supporting major sporting events and fit for purpose provision to support some elite athletes.

Hertfordshire has a higher number of pools built/refurbished before 1975 (17.05%) than the nationgavesage (13.3
SportEngland, Active Places data, November,Z00d)aroungil% of all existing pools in Hertfordshire were built or refurbished
before 1920e r a | | Hertfordshirebés pool facilities a,yyjo@ not
this is much to do with their design and scale as their@@&ediiiohall sports halls in Hertfordshire were built or refurbis
before 1975; this is lower than the national figure;didBed®BA.43% of existing sports hall faicilitefordshire

have been buitefurbished since 1986urce Sport England, Active Places data, Novembeldz@®)eral, tltesign and
conditionfexistingports hall facilities in the county is better thainetleisiingivimming pogtbck

Given these issues, there is a clear need for a prioritised strategy, which sets out the need for future investment in
provision. Without this strategy it will be harder to make the case for investment, and this means ttat fattility qualit
continue to decline. The costs of refurbishing facilities will only increase over time, and therefore expoabtEte the e
- a lack of resources to develop and deliver facilities which will assist in increasing participatielp amihipergé

health and quality of life. If the cost of maintaining and operating local authority sports facilities beedontbe prohibitiv
backlog of investment works (and consequently health and safety issues), there is facilipetentibtkbse; this could
impact significantly on the health and specifically obesity levels of those groups that are unable to aisiess alternati
e.g. commercial health clubs, due to membership costs.

Active Hertfordshimaises awargess ofthe

e Need for a prioritised framework across the
County to facilitate emrdinated investment in
ageing sports facilities which are unfit for
purpose

Current variation in provision of, and access to,
community sports facilities across the Couaityl the
impact of this in terms of increasing participation

e National priority to tackle growing obesity leve
for all ages, including children, with a target o
raising participation levels in sport and physic
activity by 1% per annum

SportEmglard strategic planning tools as active plag
power and the sports facility calculator and the
development of thgport England national sports
facilities database (active places), and how they c4g
used to identify local facility needs

e Emergence of sonmeajor sports facilities
proposals in the County

Opportunities for involvement in sport and physica
activity which have a critical role to play in the
devel opment and sust ai
communities, given spgo
down barriers, ensuring inclusion, and improving
health

¢ Objective to make England an active and
successful sporting nation, by providing
opportunities for people to start, stay and
succeed in sport at every level; this is promot
in Hertfordshire bihe Herts Sports Partnership
(HSP) and partners

General need for improved and innovative strategi
planning for facilities in the County, to ensure optin
benefits can be achieved through the changes in Q
planning and education agendas

e Need to impree social inclusion through
inclusive maximising community access to
facilities, meet Corporate Area Assessments
(CAA) and Local Area Agreement (LAA) Targ

Potential opportunities for Hertfordshire as a
consequence of 2012 e.g. hosting of a Trainimg Cg
(consortium approach, led by the University of
Hertfordshire Sports Village (UHSV), and supporte
HSP), and a legacy of increased participation and
volunteering, given the proximity of the County to t
majority of the main Games venues

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Strategy May 2008
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e Proposed deslopment of the White Water Carf e Role of the County Sports Partnership (CSP), in
Centre, in Lee Valley Country Park, Broxbour providing strategic countywide advicegiation to
to provide a competition venue for the Londo both facility planning and sports development deliv
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games

Despite the above needs, it is important to stress that there are many examples of good practice in the County. Th
cross boundary working in Watford and Three Riversriewldtdbypurpose facilities to meet the needs of local
communities, partnership working between school sports partnerships and local sports clubs, across the County, p
development of new community sports facilities in St Albans afordéiritte Hevork with the education sector in
Stevenage through BSF, and development of partnerships for provision and facilities within the HE/FE sector e.g. (
College and Gosling Sports Park.

There are inevitably a number of different snflodrdrévers for Active Hertfordshire, for example, the level of capital an
revenue funding available for investment in sports facilities, local priorities, the sport performance/gasgrning body c
along with the multi sport and health agempdayiaiah through the voluntary and private sectors.

Facilities alone are not the answer to increasing participation; associated sport development work iséntegral in ens
maximum possible use and impact of existing and new sportsl finli¢dileg,aatded value (health, social and financial
benefits) from any investment. This is particularly relevant in relation to the strategic context behinchprmirigvestme
health and quality of life, increasing participation in sporabhadtipitysind sustainable development. The model of link
sports development with facility development has worked successfully in other areas of the UK, for example, Manc
the various facilities for the Commonwealth Games have bewdunydspprts development personnel and structured
development plans.

In Hertfordshire, Local Authorities need to consider the level and availability of private sector facititifitnessnly healt
when planning new facilities; there ista asesess how accessible the private facilities are to local communities and wi
programmes of activity they offer. Local authorities have a key role to play in influencing future piitiesion of sports
through negotiating accessibility, imjrlgmesnagement specifications, and facilitating partnerships; their role is not si
about direct delivery of sports facilities.

Active Hertfordshire, whilst unable to be all things to all people, aims to set guiding principles and eetives with some
judgements on the future options for facility provision, for partners to consider in the short, medium and long term.

The Mision for Active Hertfordshire
The vision for Active Hertfordshire is:

06To devel op a net wor k unityfandyspeaidlist $pgrts faaiitiestraapproprate suppbre ¢ o n
services*within Hertfordshire that will facilitate increased particigaitachievement of potentiahhance quality
of life and improve the health andeihg oflocal @mmunities 6

* |n this context support services refer to the range of services e.g. coaching, sport development, physlegicofiéedéthatitysssers,
depending on their level of participation.

This Vision is underpinned by six Policy ObjectR@3

e PO1- Demonstrate strategic need, both current and futureneedrffarfaciljyovision

e PO 2 Increase participation Countywide by 1% pdoatirase aged 16+

e PO3 Ensure provision of appromistenunitesources for young pegpigsical education and school sport

e PO4 Develop Countywide capacity of clubs, coaches and volunteers to facilitate participation at grass roots, ar
performance level

e PO5Improve health, and address social irskisisn

e POG6- Develop innovative marthips for delivarisichmaximise available resources for investment and development «
community and specialist sports facilities

The above Vision and Policy Objectives are underpinned by three Community Development Principles (CDP) plus
approach to facility provision and development:

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Strategy May 2008 4
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Community Development Principles

e CDPZ Establishing partnerships to provide a networgoporétaccessible community facilities, which, linked to s
development initiatives, will deliver éacogg®rtunities for participation in sport and physical activity and communit
activities across a full range of sport and physical activity

e CDP2 Ensuring the role of sport and physical activity, and its contribution to health, qualialoddifée eeimestio
and social cohesion is recognised within communities

e CDP3 Using sport as a focus for community development and capacity building to deliver sustainable provisior
County

Provision of a Hierarchy of Facilities

e Sub Regiondl Fecilities that serve the whole county, and possibly wider e.g. 50m pool, 8 court badminton halls
and indoor tennis centres

e Districti Facilities that serve a whole district/borough but whose catchments area may also cover parts of anott
distritborough

e Local/Neighbourhoddracilities that serve the rural and specific urbas arsasimum all villages should have
access to a dry indoor facility within the village that provides for a minimum of one badminton court and can ca
recreatinal activities in which different age groups can participate. All persons living in rural areas should be no
20 minutes drive time from a larger leisure facility and swimming pool open to the community. In urban areas,
should bwithin 20 minutes walking time of a larger leisure centre and a swimming pool open to the community.

N.B Drive and walk times are used as comparable measures with other current national policy; it is however reaogaibeadittiat li
transportcam mpact severely on an individualds ability to @vuisionss a
of public transport is frequently limited in rural areas.

1.19 The role of sports development is crucial to achievig\eabfor Active Hertfordshire. It is essential to ensure that s
development need is a key determinant in assessing the demand for faditiy pavwisionity and sports specific.

Scope of Active Hertfordshire

1.20 Active Hertfordshireialy ear strategy from 2007 to 2016; this t
sports facilities strategy. However, the population base for Active Hertfordshire is slightly differerht rdngibastessec
sports facilis strategy, because more up to date data was available to inform the Active Hertfordshire. The supply
modelling in Active Hertfordshire is based on 2004 sub national population data, published in October 2007 by the
Actuary Depaent (GAD). This latest population data reflects more accurately the impact of the growth in populatiol
region, which is likely to increased demand for provision of community sports facilities.

1.21 The scope éictive Hertfordshiowers the folling facility types:

Table * Scope ofActive Hertfordshire
Sports Halls (all sizes i.e. 4 courts and above, 3 ¢ Golf Carses (minimum 18 holes)
and belowbut not village halls/community centres
although their role is acknowledged, particularly i
more rural communities
Swimming Pools (all water spd@sm and all other| Health and Fitness Suites (minimum 20 stations)
laned poolsexcept Lidos)

Synthetic Turf Pitches (minimum ¥ size, i.e. Indoor Bowls (minimum 4 rinks)

75mx48m)

Athletics Trackéminimum 6 lane synthetic track) | Ski Slopes

Indoor Tennis (minimum 2 courts) Ice rinks

Stadia (professional football,/ rugby)

Regi onal analysis of outputs from national ©O6Acti

N.B Althouglhidos are not covered specifically by the scope of this Strategy, it is recognised that there are facilities in NshtinetHertfor
East Hertfordshire, Broxbourne and Dacorum.

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Strategy May 2008 5
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1.22

1.23

1.24

1.25

1.26

1.27

1.28

Active Hertfordshire therefore considers existing and plannexfpoiiétagyin

e Local authority Leisure Centres

e Voluntary sector sports clubs

e Private sector facilities

e Hertfordshire County Council PFI funded school improvements and NOF funded facilities

e Secondary schools that are beingitrer reurbished under Bigilding Schools for the Future programme
e HE/FE facilities

e Facilities which will support participation at community level

e  Other facilities that are of countywide significance

The management of sports facilities influences the way in whighregfacilityeid, its opening hours and how available it
to the community; local authorities have a critical role when developing specifications for the managdment of faciliti
provide for community use, particularly in relation to programrbelgnaedfthese by clubs, schools and the general
community.

Sports halls are used for many sports e.g. table tennis, badminton, basketball and volleyball, and in sertie cases, n
appropriate matting is laid temporarily); these spoetsvithrepeh other for programming time, and also access for pay

play usage, and club use, so management specifications need to be clear about the balance between batd sportin
club/individual use. It is also vital to include devaiepingsrogramming, particularly for minority sports, and those witt
| arge numbers of participation, who need tiomapyarti ci
cases, operators use sports halls fportingurposes e.g. weddings, dog shows, exhibitions etc and this significantly

reduces both accessibility and availability for community use and participaportinghisexanlargely driven by financial

pressures to meet income targets, but isiagdhese, there is a detrimental impact on the opportunities for community
participation.

It is important to recognise that the challenges relating to programming facilities can also be impactetsidyby the le\
provided to the operator biptiaé authority; reducing the subsidy level imposes a bottom line approach on the contrac
will need to focus on the bottom line and programme income generating activities, as opposed to a sports developr
approach which focuses on incréadivigual participation, for the health, social, and personal benefits derived from sy
physical activity. Local authorities thus have a huge responsibility in their management specifications to balance ir
generation with social objective$p @msure the operator delivers accordingly.

It is also important to recognise that some participation is supply led e.g. roller hockey, or basketiogitaihfaeitities are
to offer such activities, individuals will be attracted to [@uthipatticipation also needs to be balanced with club and
demand led community participation e.g. swimming, badminton, within facilities.

Some extreme sports, oftraatitional activities can also be accommodated in sports hplisposematims

increasingly, however, these activities need specialist facility provision e.g. BMX, mountain biking, skatéoarding.
of such facilities is an important consideration, given their popularity, and is therefore includemstiatepports facilit
The needs of other sports such as boxing, judo etc also need to be appropriately addressed, given therlkigh partic
some areas of the County e.g: $iddbans; ideally these sports need space where mats and otiti@aadugpme
permanently set up, to facilitate training, general participation and competitive use. There is a distimaltiek of perm
arts facilities generally within the County. This is an issue which should be addressed givendhepiiyititzs ityitbf

e.g. young people, and the fact that the activities can be accommodated in smaluinatiseasdanedj although
obviously permanent mat facilities are preferable.

Active Hertfordshire covers the following sportsrepisaificgt County level, reflecting Sport England priority and Olymg
sports:

Table 2 Sports covered b&ctive Hertfordshire

Archery Canoeing | Football Martial Arts Sailing Table Tennis | Weightlifting
Athletics | Cycling Golf Modern Pentathlon | Swimmig Tennis Wrestling
Badminton| Cricket Gymnastics| Netball Shooting Triathlon

Basketball | Equestrian | Handball Rowing Squash Volleyball

Boxing Fencing Hockey Rugby Union

N.B Sports such as Handball and Modern Pentathlon are not specifica#iy fwouicthe County, although Modern Pentathletes may use
some facilities in Hertfordshire for training; similarly, while triathletes, weightlifters and wrestlers may train&ampé&eilties in the
County, provision of additional facilities hasheen identified as a specific need of this strategy.

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Strategy May 2008 6
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Grass pitches and training facilitiaad specific needs for particular surface tygedsting and proposed) are not
covered in depth by the scope of this strategy; these facilities are theafui§eBt Facility Strategies, and/or local
authorityPPG1FHlaying Pitch Strategies.

Context for Active Hertfordshire

Population Growth

The overall popul ation growth in the East aediondEngl ar
sports facilities strategy is modelled on mid 2005 year estimates from NOMIS, as these were the most aplo date fi
at the ti me. Since the publicat i on-basdd) has@eedfisiied ng AC

(October 2007) by the Government Actuary Department (GAD).

Active Hertfordshire is modelled on this most recent population data (as advised by the Office of NatiombaicBtatistics
explains the variance in the figures used foshggtiorthe regional and County strategies.

Given that population figures may change at local level as a result of new housing development, and significant grc
detailed population assessments, which account for inward and outwatti naigstivoyding growth etc, should be
included in local district or borough sports facility strategies, to ensure that accurate levels of demajddoureent and
assessed.

At local level, and specifically where there is a significaaagrguytbtavenage and North Herts, Dacorum, local popula
data, developed as part of the overall future planning process e.g. Integrated Development Plan (IDP) data, may b
appropriate to utilise in modelling future supply, to ensuratheffifidrapsed demand is assessed.

In Hertfordshire, there are a number of main housing growth areas over the next 10 years:

e West of Steven&ag®,000 new homes being built, plus new homes in the town centre (population increases expe
Stevenagand North Hertfordshire)

¢ North of Stevenadi,000 new homes proposed

e Welwyn Garden Gity),000 new homes proposed around the City, which will also impact on Hatfield

e Development of new homes around Dacorum, which will impact on both Hemel SlieAdpateadjaen the
geographical proximity of the latter to Dacorum District.

The increase in the population will impact on the demand for community sports facilities, and supports thi@ need for
existing poor quality facilities, addwb®pment of new provision, where appropriate. Population growth also links intc
new schools will need to be provided to meet increased numbers of school age residents, who will also have dema
to sports facilittesurriculum andramunity.

The Hertfordshire Structure Plan was adopted in 1998 and covers the period up to 2011. The Structure Plan supg
development of a wide range of Recreation and Leisure facilities. It emphasises that proposals to increigg and img
recreation and other leisure facilities will be supported within the context, as appropriate, dependent on:

e The need for the facility irethienCounty and local area

e Its contribution to the vitality and viabilitgleftm#own centre

e Itscontribution to Green Belt priorities;

e Its impact on open space provision;

e Its accessibility for public transport users, cyclists, pedestrians and for people with disabilities;

e Its environmental impact and its contribution to the wider use détiveyfacitities, particularly in conjunction with
schools, other education establishments and community centres

As wel | as these objectives the Structure Pl aofanpl ac

opennatr e, such as playing pitches, and childrends pl :

Since the publication of the Structure Plan, the identification of the above growth areas has been ideetifddd. The im
District/Borough of population growth is suimaebée 3.

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Strategy May 2008 7
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1.40

1.41

Table 3 Population Increases by District/Borough

Area 200 Population 20L6Population Population increase by
(Government Actuary (Government Actuary 2016
Department (GAD) 2004 Department (GAD) 2004  (Government Actuary
based sub national figure{ based sub nationabfires, Department (GAD) 2004
published 2007) published 2007) based sub national figure
published 2007)
Broxbourne 89,000 93,100 4,100
Dacorum 139,200 142,400 3,200
East Hertfordshire 133,600 140,100 6,500
Hetsmere 95,600 100,100 4,500
North Hertfordshire 123,700 134,100 10,400
St Albans 133,600 142,300 8,700
Stevenage 80,200 82,800 2,600
Three Rivers 87,000 93,100 6,100
Watford 80,000 82,000 2,000
Welwyn Hatfield 103,900 110,800 6,90
Total 1,065,800 1,120,800 55,000

Based on the above UK figures (which are used as the basis for this strategy), it is clear that thereas gjgnifibant poj
in the County by 2016; whilst some of this is natural population @jcredsaeniof the overall population increase is a

result of new residential development . The areas particularly affected by these growth areas are Stevenage (impe
significantly by the new housing development planned for North HedfStdshiaey émpacted on by the new residentia
development planned for Dacorum). In assessing the need for new sports facilities provision, the impakasf the gro

been reflected.

In terms of sports facility provision, the focus nemthi® iain growth areas, as the scale of development is likely to r

in both new residents i.e. potential new participants, and in existing residents moving into new properties.

The facilities per 1000 population calculations demonstratddtiel @frpeovision of specific types of facilities in

Hertfordshire and its distrimtsughsand the level of additional provision of each facility type that is required to maintai

current standards of provision per 1000 poputdatios the idéied policy objective

Table 4 Facilities per 1000 Population 2007 andQdstywide

Current level of
Facilities per 1000
population (2007

Additional Facilitieeequiredo maintain 2007 level of
provision (2016 population, increasgsgi0

minimum 4 badminton court
size)

population) population)

SPORTS HALLS 24.97

(calculated as courts, based @ (i.e.24.97additional courts required for the additio
0.4 courts

population in the County; this equét8additional 4 coy
sports halis the County)

SWIMMING POOLS

1097.26 sg metres

(calculated on the basis of
minimum 4 lane x 25m pool,
which equates to 212 sq m)

20.38 sq m of wate
space

(i.e. 1097.26 sq m of additional water space for the
population in the Countyethiates to 5.2 4 lane x 25
pools (212 sq m per pool))

HEALTH AND FITNESS

(based on facilities wiDplus
stations)

5.14 fitness stationg

287 fitness stations

(i.e. an additional 287 fitness stations for the add
population in the County)
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Cu.r'r St ezl Additional Facilitiesequiredto maintain 2007 level of
FEEIES [g517 1000 rovision (2016 population, increasgsgi0
population (2007 P popufation,
. population)
population)
ATPs 1.9
003 of a full size AT] (i.e. an additional 1.9 full size ATPs for the addit
population in the County)
ATHLETICS TRACKS 035
(8 LANE) 0.4 of an 8 lane traq  (i.e. an additional 0.35 of an 8 lane track for the ad
populatimin the County)
GOLF COURSES 44.56 holes
(18 HOLE) 0.81 holes of an 18 (i.e. an additional 44.56 holes for the additional pofg
course
the County)
INDOOR BOWLS 3 rinks
(facilities with a minimum of 3 003 rinks (i.e. fothe additional population in the County, 3 in
rinks) rinks/I indoor facility with 3 rinks are required,
INDOOR TENNIS COURTS 3.2 courts
06 courts (i.e. 3.2 indoor courts required for the additional poj
the County)
ICE RINKS 0.%4 rinks
0.0@7 rinks (0.04 rinks required for the additional population
County)
SQUASH COURTS 2.75 courts
3.10 courts* (i.e. 2.75 courts required for the additional populati
County, based on 1 court per 20,000 people)
SKI SLOPES 01 slopes
0.0@ slopes (i.e. 0.1 slopes required for the additional populatiqg
County)

This is an extremely high level of provision, because of the large number of squash courts in the County at the memsatisti& mo
standard of provision is 1 coper 20,000 people.

1.42  On the basis of the above, it is clear that to maintain current levels of facility provision per 1000 peedlfdion there is
additional sports facility provision. This is evident just to meet the growth in pojadiationy ivithorgases in
participation levels.

1.43  The key points are that in Hertfordshire if it is a priority to maintain existing levels of provision peer£d8Gpammdation,
by 2016 for the following additional facilities (based antberafecte requirements into actual facilities):

e 6.3 4 badminton court sports halls

e 5.2 4 lane x 25m swimming pools
e 287 fitness stations
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0.35 athletics tracks (8 lane)

1.9 ATPs

44.56 holes of golf i.e. approx 3.2 x 18 hole courses

3 indoor bowls rirgk

3.2 indoor tennis courts

2.75 squash courts

0.04 ice rinks

0.1 ski slopes

More specific provision for martial arts i.e. permanent dojo space

Active Hertfordshire - the Challenges and Issues

1.44 A number of significant issues, challenges and oppaxterfites identiftacbugh thesdelopingf this facilities strategy,
in terms of delivering an Active Hertfor@ibleiséssues and challengesvide a framework for the development of the
strategy, and reflect the range of questions that, prantitess and funders need to consider as part of the strategic plan
process for new and improved sports facility provigityeael.

1.45 The significant issues and challenges sunowarieedire discussed in more detail through the ahbbthisommunity

and sports specific facility provision, whilst the options for addressing the challenges are set out irofhthiBelivery sec
strategy.
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SECTION-ACTIVE HERTFORDSHIRETTING THE CONTEXT

The Challenge

Issues to be Considered

Providing the appropriate number of Quality, Fit
Purpose Facilities

How is it best to tackle both the quantity and quality of existing facility piaviseoGounty

Swimming pools and sports halls in the county built in the late 1960s and early 1970s

Existing facilitiesedwhianh/amre amet udmfaivtai flab | purf o

Existing facilities which are inaccessible/inappropriate for community use, due to poor infrastructure, locatiq

of a formal community use agreement

The variances in existing levels, type, distabwnd quality of facility provision

The need for investment in existing facility stock

U What is the most effective way to provide for current demand, the planned growth, and increases in pa

U What is the best way to tackle accessibilitical famst in both rural and urban areas, where population de
varies?

U  What are the priorities for both community and sport specific facility provision and how can capacity an
availability/accessibility for all sports facilities be maximisgithaseadiich need more than buildings e.g. sg
rowing, canoeing etc?

U  What are the local priorities and need?; givesstiteioon status of sport and leisure in local authorities, del
this service (facilities, sport development,rahpéad@ue resources) may have to compete for resources wi
provision at local level, and therefore it may be challenging to reflect regional and national prioritiefs for
CPA/BV119 may be useful in assessing local need

0 Howcarhte sporting community ensure that new faci
criterion, including appropriate provision for people with a disability, and delivery of the requirements of
specifications intended by the local authority? (Reference the Quirk Report 2006)

U How can the sporting community make sure that there is equality of access for all sports to available fa
county?

U What is the best way to manage access to exiitisgdadicularly on school sites, where opening hours hg
significantly reduced as a consequence of health and safety policies?

What resources are needed to provide facilities,
from where could they be sourced?

How can the identified inwent in facility provision across the region be resourced?

How can planning challenges. Historic buildings/areas are overcome, and the regional and local planning f
and the potential for funding linked to the growth agenda be optimised?

How canhe resources for short and longer term maintenance, refurbishment and new development be iden
given the nostatutory function of sport and leisure in local authorities?

How carfunding contributions be maximised through S106 and planning gain?

Whid organisations will take the lead in the delivekgtofe Hertfordshirend what resources might the Strategy
attract, in both rural and urban areas?

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Steqy March 2008
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The Challenge

Issues to be Considered

What is the best way to ensure provision for
performance athletes, training and competition?

What$ the most appropriate approach to maintain and where appropriate enhance existing, as well as dev
sport specific provision, to improve facilities for training and competition and as a consequence retain elite
the region?

How can thepportunities and challenges presented by 20E20lympics and Paralympics be appropriately
guantified? E.g. lack of future funding, lack of skills to buisipmaific facilities

What is the best way to reduce the current export of some elite &thietbe region, due to a lack of some spor
specific training facilities (and in some cases access to appropriate support services)?

Is there a need to develop one central venue for performance sport?

What Partnerships may be able to help deliver t
appropriate number of quality, fit for purpose
facilities?

Who should be involved in developing partnerships for delivery?

How can the voluntary sector best be engaged in the future development of the facilityEngtfamikfies provide
by the YMCAther agencies

What is the role of education and specifically the Building Schools for the Future Programme, the Extendeq
Initiative and dualse provision, and achieving PSAL, and how can these initiatives link into both facility devg
andsport development?
How can we ensure the potential opportunities through BSF are maximised for sports facilities at,agjiveal ley\
that implementation for BSF is over a lengthy period 8f time

How can the development and implementation of innaleltixery partnerships best be facilitated?
How can cross boundary partnership working be developed?

How can we best work with the HE/FE sector, given the significant proposals across the region for new spq
development?

What is the most effeaimeans of building capacity across the sport and physical activity sector?

How can the growing trend for provision of workplace fithess gyms be optimised?

How can we ensure the resources (facilities and volunteers) of the voluntary sector are utsttivebgt &fid are
sustainable; what is the role of sport development and how can these resources help to increase participat
How can resources in the commercial sector contribute effectively to the facilities network?

1.46  Whilst the above may appeaverwhelming list of issues and challenges, it is intended to illustrate the context in which sports fuhgeds tdityeppéasisied,
given the outcomes it is intended to deliver, and the agendas to which sports facility goatésion can contri
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1.47 In addition to the above issues, there are some very specific issues for Hertfordshire which will need tmmbeyaddress
for future facility provision. These include:

e The need for a balanced approach to programming, particularly imalgrisetween individual sports, and
between club and casual use; management efpwits events also needs to be carefully considered, to minimise
impact on regular sporting use. The role of local authorities in drawing up facility managematibapeaifid
determining subsidy levels for operators is critical in this respect.

e The role of local authorities in selecting appropriate operators for community sports facilities, and in ensuring tt
outcomes of the facility specifications are delivered

e The need to ensure that facilities e.g. sports halls are appropriately designed for their end use e.g. colour of wa
position of lighting etc

e The need to ensure that sports clubs are able to gain appropriate security of tenure in terms of use ctabfacilita
development and participation pathways; this is critical to support external funding bids, and allow continuity of
provision

e There is a need to sustain investment into the voluntary sector, to develop coaches, volunteers etc, without wh
local clps are likely to fold

1.48 The options and approaches to address and resolve these issues and challenges are developed in detail in Sectiol
Hertfordshire.
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SECTIONHAHERTFRDSHIRE OVERVIEW

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Hertfordshire - Summary

Hertfordshire is located adjacent to Greater Londorttosities and in between key routes between London and the me
cities of the Midlands and North. It covers an area of 634sq miles and has an estimated population offuesf over 1 m
whom live in the 45 settlements of over 3,000 people.

Therds one city (St Albans) and a variety of market towns, industrial towns, new towns (Letchworth and Stevenage
City (Welwyn Garden City), commuter villages and rural villages. There are ten Districts / Boroughs; the four south
Broxboum Hertsmere, Watford and Three Rivers, urban Stevenage is in the north of the County, and the more rure
sparsely populated districts of East Hertfordshire and North Hertfordshire are in the east and north east respectivel

Fig. 1 Location of &iicts/Boroughs within Hertfordshire
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BEDFORD=SHIRE
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Hertfordshire Demographic Profile

In addition to the location of Hertfordshire, it is also important to consider the demographic make up of the area as
demographic and sesionomicharacteristics are known to influence demand charatiteristast recent population

data on which the County sports facilities strategy is basedlimsieel 300hational data, published by the Government
Actuary Department (GAD) inOctober2 Thi s gi ves t he populdanmographic profile 2 0
has influenced the development of, and recommendsdtoresHiartfordshire

Certain aggroup®.g. young peoplee known to register higher participatiam aatember of sport and leisure activities;
deprived communities often experience issues relating to accessing services aspeniffouitunigiesackgrounds may
result in some passive and active recreation pursuits being favourecbowevrghsng levels can impact on the range of
facilities that can be accestbd.Active People Survey results demonstrate that participation in the county is greatly i
by south east factors e.g. relatively high levels of affluencejipaedwretional attainment, generally good hKakh etc.
demographic d429004 based subational population data (GAD ®20079)tfordshire is summarised overleaf:
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Table 5 Hertfordshire Demographic Profile (2@2%ed sulmational popwation data (GAD 2007))

% of total population
Age Structure Number of people Hertfordshire England

004 years 65,900 62 6.0

5014 years 133,100 125 14.2
15624 years 126,200 118 10.9
25064 years 578,500 543 53.0
65 and over 162,200 152 15.9
All people 1,065,800 (numbers may not total exactly due to round| 100 100

2.5 Analysis of the above populatiomftataatioidentifies that:

Hertfordshire is an area with a predominately white population (95%). The largest ethnic mineiitgigrou
at 1.57% of the population, with small, but significant, numbers of other BME populations

The population profile is similar to that of England but with slightly fewer peopleléhdbe bracket and a
greater proportion of the-B8agebra k et ; t he Countyds popul ati on
term impact on the nature of sports facilities required

Generally good health but significant variation in life expectancy. The percentage of residents in Hertfq
with liniting longterm iliness is 27.51

Statistics related to transport identified that the number of households without a car/van was slightly loy
England and Wales average (17.69% compared to 26.8%). although the number of households wihs2
was above the England and Wales averages (31.61% compared to 23.56%)

There is a lower unemployment average in Hertfordshire compared to the England and Wales average
compared to 3.35)

The University of Hertfordshire has a significant iropabe demographic profile of the county, given the la
population of young people studying at the University; this large population of young people also impac
demand for sports facilities, given that generally this age group is physiealy acti

Other key factors influencing Active Hertfordshire

2.6 There are a number of important, concurrent and in some cases (e.g. proximity to London and hub of 2012
factors, which need to be considered in developing a strategy footedntafesport facilities in Hertfordshire:

Rural/Urban split; this has significant e The potential faxconomic benefits linked to facility
implications for accessibility, as drive times provision e.g. tourism and sports tourism

urban and rural areas are very different, anc
there are generally fewer facilities in rural a

The 6Buil ding Schoole ThegrowigHE/FE sector and the potential for thes
Programme, and its roll out across the Cour sites to host major sports facilities

with Stevenage Borough being the initial BS
Programme in Hertfordshire

Sustainability, in terms of capital investmenfe Ref | ecti ng 6Healthy Fut

usage, and accessibility, and specifically Strategy) at county level and specifically the need t
accessibility, in the context of the need to ensure children have a healthy start in life, facilitate
reduce levels of carbon emissions 6active ageingd, increa

certain ethnic communities, and ritnute to the
recommended levels of physical activity for the regi

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Strategy May 2008 1t

activity



SECTIONHAHERTFRDSHIRE OVERVIEW

2.7

2.8

29

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

e  The opportunity to develop and enhance
volunteer skills in the County through
involvement in the 2012 Games

Hertfordshire Sporting Profile d The Boroughs and Districts

Active Brtfordshire identifies the need for future resources in existing, new and replacement facilities in the County
in order to be clear about the priorities for the future, it is important to understand the current leveisaratrossire of p
the County, and the plans/proposals within each District/Borough. With the exception of Broxbourne, all the District
Boroughs have outsourced the management of their sports and leisure facilities, through a management contract/p
arangement, mainly to trusts.

The information below provides a snapshot of each of the Boroughs and Districts in Hertfordshire in tglation to spo
provision. It is also important to note that there are emerging CSNs i.e. all Djstimss/Bo8iagheage and Welwyn
Hatfield are already well developed and embedded.

Broxbourne Borough
Borough Description

The Borough of Broxbourne covers 20 square miles in south east Hertfordshire and has a popula{@®0df about 89,0
based suhational population data (GAD 2803@)pourne's towns of Waltham Cross, Cheshunt, Broxbourne and Hodd
lie along the Lee Valley's main roads and railways. The Borough is a combination of both rural and urban areas; th
protects the somnding countryside. To the west the Borough extendsaydedveduntryside to include Goffs Oak and
the popular Lee Valley Park marks the eastern boundary. The Borough has excellent road and rail links, and is the
significant commuter belténdon and the south east. The Borough has some pockets of severe deprivation; these a
to the very low participation levels in spdysiodl activity in the Borough.

Broxbourne Sports Facilities
Local Authority Sports Facility Provision

There are two large sports centres operated by the Borou@br@unBibrk Leisure Centre and the John Warner Sports
Centre (opened in 2002) both of which have swimming pools. Hoddesdon Open Air Pool is also open dnnually bet
September;ighfacility is now 70 years old. Goffs School Sports Centre is a joint use facility operated through a comi
agreement in partnership with Goffs School. The Broxbourne Civic Hall, Wolsey Hall and other communitpthalls pre
sports ankisure opportunities. There are no compliant athletic facilities for community use in the Borough. The nea
facilities including synthetic tracks and full throwing/jumping facilities are Queen Elizabeth Stadium, Erifield and W(¢
Sportand Recreation Centre. All seven senior schools in the Borough have areas suitable for long jump, standing |
javelin although standards and maintenance vary considerably. The lack of athletics provision could therefore ever
resolvechtough the BSF Programme.

Education Sports Facility Provision

In addition there are swimming pools at Chesiuntford Schodfsivatejvhich are available for club and group use
some of the tintéertford Regional College is converting anspastinhall into a gym and laboratory, and may develop a
ATP on the Broxbourne campus.

Other Sports Facility Provision

On the edge of the Borough is the Lee Valley Leisure Pool operated by the Lee Valley Regional Park.

The Cheshunt Club, AlburyiRitfers squash, cricket football, hockey and both indoor and outdoor bowils. It is also ho
Cheshunt Amateur Boxing Club, Target Fitness and Bezer School of Dance.
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2.14

2.15

2.16

2.17

2.18

2.19

2.20

221

2.22

2.23

2.24

Rosedale Old Cestrians Sports Club offers cricket, tennis, rugby and bov8gpdiozhduisieome to four main sports.
There are six squash courtsdA®Reone county standard cricket pitch and eleven tennis courts, including three grass c

Cheshunt Pa@olf Course is a well established 18 hole and par. 7TIharergewelestablished Shooting Club in
Cheshunt, which could potentially contribute as a facility for a 2012 Training Camp, if facilities were phathef develor
the bid cordinated across the County.

Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities

A new CamrcSlalom coureplanned for construction at Broxbourne, using the waters of the River Lea to provide a pl
to the Olympic Park in the Lower Lee Valley. Broxbourne sits on the ecdgereiLie \talk®y Country Park in
Hertfordshire, jusitside the M25 motorway, and directly linked to the proposed Olympic Park by the water of the Riv
Canoe Slalom course will have facilities for 12,000 spectators to enjoy the spestartidamghitée slalom course will
become a ceatfor elite and grassts training and competition, as well as becoming a major leisure attraction for whit
rafting.

Dacorum Borough
Borough Description
The Borough of Dacorum is in West Hertfordshire. It is comffusethairthewns Bemel Hempste&drkhamsted

andTringplus number of laegel small villages. The population of D@684imased subational population data (GAD
2007))s 139,200Dacorum has 16 Parish Councils and the area of Hemel Hempstead.

Dacorum Sports Facilities

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision

The Bmugh Council provides sports centres in Hemel Hempstead, Berkhamsted and Tring, which are managed by
Trust.

Most of the borough is well served by leisure centres, though outlying settlements such as Markyate, Flamstead ar
Marston are oigts the catchment areas; the relatively small populations in these villages do not however, justify proy
sport and leisure facilities.

The Dacorum Indoor Sport Strategy identifies that Dacorum is well provided for in termshofughttrespegerigjtof
clubs report demand for additional water time, this does not equate to sufficient demand for a new poal. There is a
borough wide-ardination of swimming and learning to swim; this will need improved pool piEgthenBonguatro

and school sites to accommodate additional demand for water time from clubs.

There is a good distribution of fithess facilities across the Borough provided by both public and privatarseofor. Sign
the rural areas are outidecatchment, again mainly to the south of Hemel Hempstead.

The Indoor Sports Strategy does not recognise a need for any additional squash court facilities.

Education Sports Facility Provision

A dualise facility is provided at Longdean SchodlP Dineti#is site requires investiasty 4 badminton court sports
complex will open at John F Kennedy Catholic School, Hemel Hempstead in early 2009; this new facility will have |
predominantly badminton, community use.

Other Sports Facility Piswn

Indoor TenrisBerkhamsted Racquets Club has just built two indoor courts. There is an 18 hole golf course at Little

Complex, and an athletics track in Dacorum. The facility at Hemel Hempstead includes a purpose builh gymnastics
addition, there are a range of combasggtyactivities provided in Kings Langley.
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2.25

2.26

2.27

2.28

2.29
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2.32

2.33

2.34

Indoor BowisSince the closure of the indoor bowls facility at Leisure World, provision is based on community centre
nearest facilities are at North WattbReabourne Sports Centres (the Redbourne facility is outdoors).

There are around 200 local sports clubs in the Borough, providing for a wide range of sports.
East Hertfordshire District

District Description

East Hertfordshirelimracterisdny a sttlement pattern of small towns and villages. There are three main towns in the
War e, Hertford and Bishopds St ort f oAldhe towng in thewdistrict areaof |
considerable historical intehespreservation of their historical features contributes to a pleasant envirdortieat in whicl
and work. They serve many functions associated with market towns, being centres for shopping, leisure, business

The(2004 based subatioal population data (GAD 2p0p)lation estimate for the District is 1Ex8B@rtfordshire
has the most significant rural economic profile in the county. There are 433 Headfogdsiniigastal occupying
34,647 hectares. This idfgignt in terms of farming, land and diversification alone.

East Hertfordshire Sports Facilities

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision

Although still owned by the council, toeldgypperation of the following facilities is now the itysploGtsinage
Leisure Limited on an interim basis:

e Hartham Pool and Gym in Hertford
e Grange Paddocks Pool and Gym in Bishopb6s Stortfor

The following facilities are owned by Hertfordshire County Council, but form part of the East Hmefurdehirachanage
managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited, on an interim Hasiddthreyrexercise is currently being undertaken, which m:
provide an opportunity to look at the current balance of use across the facilities):

e Fanshawe Pool & Gym in Ware
e Ward Freman Pool in Buntingford

Leventhorpe Pool and Gym in Sawbridgeworth is also managed as part of the contract. The existing swimming poc
ageing.

There are no sports halls in the ownership of the Local Authority, whicliipresehtslsigges to the local school sports
partnership in developing opportunities for participation.

Education Sports Facility Provision

Haileybury College operates a 25m x 13m swimming pool available for community use approximatatyaiieldours pel
times, plus a sports hall available for community use. There are also major sports facilities at the pristiet,schools in
and at St Edmunds and Bishops Stortford Colleges. Hockerill European College operates an AfiBrasailablelfor cor
is highly possible that two school s wild/l r edwdesslag e t
facilities to keep pace with the growth of the town.

Other Sports Facility Provision

Wodson PaBgpots Centre, Ware is a major facility, managed by a trust in partnership with Ware Town Council, whic
both indoor and outdoor facilities, with no subsidy from the local authority. These comprise 2 sports htd)s (6 badmi
aerobics studia 37 station fitness suite, full sized ATP, cricket pitch and an 8 lane athletics track. In addition the fac
meeting rooms and bars, plus facilities for fuctitsosn Park Sports Centre provides a significant local resource for th
canmunity butdre is a need for significant maintenance at the facility.
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2.45

The facility is extensive, and its site covers 29 acres. Planning permission for new outdoor facilities dhas just been ri
There are around Adakports clubs in the Esicovering a wide range of sporting activities
Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities

There are proposals to extend the existing levels of fitness equipment available for community use, byiimatalling so
number of communintres/halisthe south of the Borough.

Hertsmere Borough

Borough Description

Hertsmeris a place of economic opportunity, enjoying a varied commercial life enhanced by fast, efficient rail and rc
connections to the heart of London and to the north. Manglbghdeatpanies have chosen to make their base here ar
together with light industry and major companies from the service sector, contribute to the borough's strong busine
The Borough covarsarea of 39 square nite95,600 populati@g@004 based subational population data (GAD 2007))
ofHertsmeris concentrated in four main towns, Borehamwood, Bushey, Potters Bar and Radlett, each with their ow
characteasnd historyn addition to these urban centres, wide tihad®fugh's beautiful agricultural landscape are dottec
with attractive villages.

Hertsmere Sports Facilities

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision

The main population centres within the Borough are considered to be well served by guightg peibliceaprovision.
Leisure facilitieHertsmerare managesh a day to day basislertsmerkeisure, who provide and promote sport,
recreational, and arts services for the Bbheuii'e main facilities provided include The Vehamvwimd, The Wyllyotts
Centre, Potters Bar,Foezefield Centre, PotBarsthe Bushey Grove Sports Cantréhélertswood Centre,

Borehamwood.

Education Sports Facility Provision

Hertsmere Borough Council provides amsedaallity at Herted@&chool, managed by Hertsmere Leisure. This facility
provides community access during evenings and weekends. In the Potters Bar/8reakinaresi®arlack of available
training and competition space; only 1 suitable 4 court hall amaaggtstbeots.

Other Sports Facility Provision

In addition there are over 200 local sports clubs in the Borough. There is also a significant amount ofstmenmercial s
provision, including national health and fitness chains.

Planned/Proposed8rts Facilities

There has been significant investment (E40m) in leisure provision over théegastétBeamigh Council has no
further major leisure facility refurbishment plans.

North Hertfordshire District
Borough Description

TheDistricof North Hertfordshire is located less than 40 miles from central London and has a populatid@@dbver 11-
- based suhational population data (GAD 2007))
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There are 4 historic toid#chin, Baldock, Royston and Letchworth and a large cordaining numerous established
village communities. North HertforgshB2 Parish Councils 1 Town Coumaibangarished areas of Hitchin and
Baldock.

North Hertfordshire Sports Facilities

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision

The main leisure facilities in North Hertfordshire are situated in Baldock, Royston, Letchworth and Hitchin. A new co
leisure facility with swimming provision has recently opened in Royston, and a new health and fitness flagility is nov

Letchwrth centre; both of these are the result of significant capital investment.

The Hitchin Swimming Centre comprises an indoor pool and an outdoor 50m main pool with learner pool. Adjacent
Swimming Centre is Archers Health and Fitnepsovidiéchhealth and fitness facilities.

North Herts Leisure Centre comprises a leisure pool, 4 badminton court sports hall, 4 squash courts, falth and fitr
and 2 dance studios; the facility has had significant investment (£3akinfjivevgedns. |

Royston Leisure Centre is |ocated next to twold4schoc
badminton court sports hall, health spa, health and fitness facilities and 2QB8t&EBtudgsidiCreche.

Letchworth Outdoor Pool comprises of an outdoor main pool and learner pool.

Royston Leisure Centre and Hitchin Swimming Pool are managed by DC Leisure. North Herts Leisure Centre is m
Stevenage Leisure Limited.

Education Sports FatjliProvision

A dualse facility is provided at Fearnhill Sports Centre. Hitchin Girls School has no sports hall and very mstricted
for facilities. Hitchin Boys School has a sports hall and has recently received a grantdocerdpartefasibigs,
including potential provision of an ATP with community use; the Priory School, Fearnhill School, Knights Templar <
(managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited), and the new Highfield School (opening 2008 also alhmesdBpsrts halls).
provided at Hitchin Boys School. The sports hall facilities at Priory and Fearnhill Schools are in need of investmen
Other Sports Facility Provision

North Hertfordshire College aims to develop sports facilities, which will iseravailaibjeuse, thieir Hitchin Campus.

The College is a Centre for Vocational Excellence (COVE) in sport. ATPs are provided at Letchworth Hockey Club
Broxbourne Barracks.

Around 200 local sports clubs exist in the District, providing oppoatticifiesidn in a wide range of sporting activities.
Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities

The North Hertfordshire Leisure Centre at Letchworth is in need of refurbishment or replacement. The Council is w
Stevenage Borough Council to etkggressibility of a joint replacement facility.

Development of an ATP is being considered at Hitchin FC. New ATPs are under construction at Baldock and Knigt
School (to be managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited on behalf of Hertfordahrg@bantadilities include a newly
extended Wellness 45 station Fitness studio, dance studio, 4 court sports hall IT and PE and Sports development ¢

There are proposals to provide a synthetic turf pitch in Royston, with floodlights.
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St Albans City and District
District Description

St Al bans districtds |l ocation has shaped itdestha st or
district is situated in the centre of Hertfordshire, twenty milesfrofmLibredo@ with good road, rail and air links. Beyond
the historic cathedral city of St Albans the district includes the distinctly individual communities of Bile&#t, Wood, Cc
Harpenden, London Colney, Park Street, Redbourn, SandridgpstWaedathd numerous rural villages and hamlets.

The district has a resident population of apprd@&aaf2004 based suhational population data (GAD 200i)ich

20% are aged under 16, 60% are aged between 16 and 59, and 20% dre agedé®@an Cur rent |l y, 6
population are from minority ethnic communities, with significant Bangladeshi and Chin€his cemimghitie%o than
most other districts in the county, except Watford.

Although the District has l@isle¥ deprivation compared to national figures (the tnelRistsicifis in the most affluent
guarter of the country), there are pockets where deprivation ishegtagiothalraverage.

St Albans City and District Sports Facilities

Local Aithority Sports Facility Provision

St Albans City & Distrair@il provides a number of sport and leisure facilities across the district (currently managed
partnership with Leisure Connection Ltd):

Batchwood Golf and Tennis Centre
Bricket Wood Spottentre
Harpenden Leisure Centre

London Colney Recreation Centre
Westminster Lodge Leisure Centre

In addition, St Stephen Parish Council also provide Greenwood Park Leisure Centre.
Education Sports Facility Provision

Schools and colleges have thetipbterplay an integral part in sport and leisure provision inthdatstmiztelgurrent
public access to this network of facilities is limitelgt, avidwxamples of formal disgor communitise agreements:
Francis Bacon, NicholaseBa k s pear and St Al bans Girlsé School

Other Sports Facility Provision

The voluntary sector fulfils an important role as a provider of community sports provision in the digpietmétg facilities
existing provision and include:

Harvesters Bthall Club
Highfield Park Sports Centre
Woollams Playing Fields
Redbourn Recreation Centre

In addition, there are around 213 local sports clubs in the District, covering a wide range of sporting activity.

The private sectdsoprovidesport and leisuprovision in the district. This provision is fobhasaéiti and fithess clubs
that cater for the middle to premium end of the market:

e Body Limit
e Cannons
e Fitness First

Active HertfordshireSports Facilities Strategy May 2008 21



SECTIONHAHERTFRDSHIRE OVERVIEW

2.68

2.69

2.70

271

2.72

2.73

2.74

2.75

2.76

e Otium Health and Leisure
e Sopwell House Hotel and Country Club

Planned/Propose8rts Facilities

There are currently a number of significant investment proposals for the development of new sport ahd leisure facil
district. These include:

A new synthetic turf pitch with floodlighting within a three mile radiuBask Highfiel

A new sport and leisure facility on Cotlandswick Open Space, London Colney (planned)
A new sport and leisure facility at Westminster Lodge, St Albans (planned)

New sport and leisure provision at Harpenden Rugby Club

New sport and leisure provisioakdands College, Smallford

Stevenage Borough
Borough Description

Stevenage was designatd®ias t aNew dosvn ifi B&tavénage Leisure Park opened in 1996, on the former Kings
Park Employment site, with a bowling alley, nightclels;imantgland restaurdrdsated on the A1 (M), 30 miles north
of London, Stevenage has excellent road and rail links.

Major developments in the town include tmdlionlpound-development of the town centre and the BSF Programme, b
of whiclprovide significant opportunities for provision of sport and leisure facilities.

Stevenage has a current population of aroun@80£68sed subational population data (GAD 200/)3.4% of the
residents being from a minority ethnic geilgrgddt minority ethnic group is Asian/Asian British Indian, at 1.8% of the
population. There are pockets of deprivation across the Borough.

Stevenage Sports Facilities
Local Authority Sports Facility Provision

Stevenage Borough is developing s Spolity Strategy that will inform the need for Sport and Leisure Facilities acros:
Stevenage and assist in prioritising the facilities to be provided in partnership with the BSF Programme.

The majority of thpoes antbisurdacilities in Stevenage managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited on behalf of the Cou
These include:

Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre
Stevenage Swimming Pool

Stevenage Athletics Stadium

Fairlands Valley Park and Sailing Centre
Stevenage Theatre

Facilities at Barnwelldatlare managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited.

Hertfordshire County Council and the schools across Hertfordshire have been working collaboratively to develop ai
vision for Hertfordshire schools. This has been developed further by tltabeheslsn Stdvenage to produce a specific
education vision for Stevenage. These vordmateahe educatioh |
vision with an assessment of the existing schobieplatened that constiorof new schodrls Stevenaghrough BSF

will commence in July 2009, with the first refurbished school open in 2010.

The Readiness to Deliver subm(i€sitober 200@entifies that six of the seven secondaryischbievisnagae
communitychools with the seventh a voluntary aided school. There are also 3 sgESRMgtH@e an impact on all
the existing Stevenage ScHo@sxpected that schools will be larger, more educationally viable, thechedtsarie
young pedg, parents and the wider community more effectively.
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Other Sports Facility Provision
There is a specialist gymnastics centre at Marriots School, Stevenage
There is an 18 hole golf course, plus two other courses in the Stevenage Borough.

The Borougthsa boasts Stevenage Football Stadium, Stevenage Football Academy, and the John Pryor Centre (op
Youth Service)

There are around 178 local sports clubs in the Borough, providing participative opportunities in a widéviginge of spc

Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities

The reprovision &tevenage Arts and Leisure Centre is being considered as part of redevelopment of the Stevenage
Centre.

Three Rivers District

Borough Description

Three Rivemistrict, with a residempitation of around 87,004 basedsubnational population data (GAD 8@ty

an ideal mixture of beautiful countryside, excellent leisure facilities, good communications, historic bbildings, and p
officemnd well located parksputaic open spac&ke District has large areas of attractive open countryside, much of it
Green Belt. Water is an important element of Three Rivers, with the three small local rivers, the Chess,g3hde and (
District its name. The Grarmhl@anal runs through the District and thedBmancAquadrome provides a unique mixture

of open space, walks, sailing and watersports.

Locatedn the outer fringes of London, communications in the area are very good with road anch raildinks to Londo

elsewhere, including the M1, M25, the west coast main line and the metropolitan Line into central London. The pla
Link would provide direct rail links with central Watford. Heathrow and Luton airports are nearby.

Three Rivers Sports Facilities

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision

Three Rivers District Council is currently working in partnership with Watford Council and has part funded the new
Leisure Centre, which addresses the need for swimming provision in tiieyAdoieatef e District.

Three Rivers District Council is redeveloping the William Penn Leisure Centre, Rickmansworth; this facility will inclt
extended fitness suite area, a new pool, new studioparnpult s e s pace f oes, fubDDA accesshamd c h
the latest energgnservation technology,dimgwse of solar power heating.

The Council alsmypides the Sir James AltBammming Poaind The Centre, both in South Oxhey.

The Council is also now in the final phatecofge its sports pavilions.

Education Sports Facility Provision

There are significant sports facilities at private scivbalsharg.Taylors (boys) and the Royal Masanic (girls)

Other Sports Facility Provision

There are 18 hole and 9 hilegarses at Rickmansworth, plus a range of local sfamsictlB&) the area.
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Watford Borough

Borough Description

Watfordwith a resident population of around(20@®basedsubnational population data (GAD 2A6@7ain cest

for retailing, employment, culture and recreational facilities. The town is classedeggonahapmtselin terms of

retailing, driven by the central Harlequin Centre. The Borough has a relatively strong economy with thag majority of
small and medium sized enterprises.

Wat ford has a high percentage of Asi an, and Asian E
population in the Borough are Black or Black British, and 1.08%(2690&bmssdsubnational population data (GAD
2007))

There are also significant areas of deprivation in the Borough; this is reflected in specific issues of urcatiph@ment,
achievement, poorer health and low incomes.

Watford Sports Facilities

Local Aubority Sports Facility Provision

Watford Council has worked in partnership with Three Rivers District Council to fund and develop the new Woodsic
Centre site, which will provide f or sdhredévalopiMptheWatiord a r
Central Baths (Watford Central). Both these new facilities are currently under construction.

The Council also provides the Bill Everett Community Gesarei(dualest Herts College), and the Woodside Stadium; t
Westild Community Sports Centre, West Watford which is a school facility is now operated by Fusion Lifestyle, an
formal interest in the facility.

Education Sports Facility Provision

Some schools in the Borough have sports facilities wamfimitety access.

Other Sports Facility Provision

There are also a number of playing pitches, o@terts
Development team works closely with local sports clubs, to depptoptheit.

The Watford YMCA provides sports facilities (two and three courts sports halls) in the town. Facilities atgmpen on
basis.

Watford has several strong voluntary sports clubs, including gymnastics, which has iderdifiesvtfeciieed f
specifically providing for young pé&opdal, there are around 200 sports clubs in the Borough, providing for a wide rar
sporting activities at local level.

The Borough also boasts Watford FC, Vicarage Road Stadiunnemhisteied with Saracens RFC.

There is a recent planning application for the development of a new Health Campus in the Borough, which may ha
for pitch provision at local level.

Welwyn Hatfield
Borough Description
One of atrhdee nf iCristti es@® established by Ebenezer Howard

194006s. Wel wyn Garden City has been identified as
Welwyn Hatfield has 8 Parjsheddition to the Garden City.
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The District has a resident population of aroun(003,B688ed subational population data (GAD 2007))

The District, whilst largely affluent, has some very specific areas of deprivation. Thesecvessfhavitds, low
employment rates, poorer health, and lower rates of educational attainment.

Welwyn Hatfield Sports Facilities
Local Authority Sports Facility Provision

The local authority provides Hatfield Sports Centre, and the Hatfierlet 8veise €risting sports facilities in Welwyn and
Hatfield are managed by Finesse Leisufieiigsseé also manage Panshangar Golf Course (18 hole).

There is an embedded Community Sports Network (CSN) in the Borough.
Education Sports Facility Prawis

The University of HertfordSipiogts Village (UHSV) comptiaesof the art facilities on the Hatfield Campus, which provic
for both curriculum and community use. The facilities also provide ingpaorthodtngietition facilities foBargcens

Rugby Club (Academy), Mavericks Netbalh&Miest Herts Warriors (National League Baské®ak)so has

developing links with adjacent HE/FE provision; these include Oaklands College (Smallford Campus) which aims tc
pitchs, equestrian facilities and potentially a sports hall on this site, and the Royal Vet College, Hatfieldevitmich is al
the development of equestrian facilities. UHSMdiaated a bid for a 2012 Training Camp; across the Cousdyyall nece
facilities can be provided over a number of venues, except boxing, handbalsaddd Riat€here are however such
facilities very close in outer London Boroughs.

UHSV is considering a Phase 2 development for UHSV; this developrhas¢avardditd elite athlete services, e.g.
strength and conditioning, rehabilitation, coach education and academic links, plus either a 50m pooitpr additional
space e.g. sports hall/arena.

Sir Frederick Osborn School, Welwyn Gardere€isytoeapen a 4 badminton court sports hall and an ATP in 2008, whi
will have some limited community access. Stanborough School has a 4 badminton court hall and playing fields.

Other Sports Facility Provision

The Council also owns and operatesr&ughioakes (through Finesse Leisure); this is 126 acréagf Gznédsmd,
providing for a wide range of watersports -baddargports and recreational activities.

The Gosling Sports Park, which is managed by the independent GoslingsSpprsreraide, comprising a 160m dry ski
slope, indoor tennis centre (9 courts, plus 4 coveret)laytdoor tennis courts (8), athletics and cyclingl6tadium
cycle track recently develp@es)nthetic football pitches, golf raggesh sourts, 80 station fitness suite, 5 badminton
court sports hall, 3 aerobic studios and an indoor adventure playground (Jungle Mania). Goslingi@gmitaPark is a ¢
sports facility, with over 700,000 visits per year.

Birchwood Leisure Ceistoperated by Hatfield Town Council.

There are also several privately operated golf courses in the District, which are accessible to the public, via green f
There are around 123 local sports clubs in the District, providing opportipaties fiorpaiie range of sporting activity.
Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities

A number of redevelopment/refurbishment proposals are in development, including the HatfieldltBveind Goress,

spa and dance studio, potential developrnemhefcial health and fitness provision as part of the new Welwyn Garden
Centre, aned:developmenttbeGoslingports Park with201station gym, new changing rooms, aerobics studios and a

professional spa with six treatment rooms. Includedpriteissibnal spa is a small 2 lane pool with saunas and steam
rooms on pool side. In addition the golf driving range will be refurbished and extended.
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2.115 Anexciting partnership initiative (funded by EEDA) is developing with Oaklands Colfegetreo@eyde &cility,
which will be supported by educational programmes and opportunities

2.116 Overall in Hertfordshire a key point is that many private schools have good sports facilities, but community access
these is either limited or neristent.

Hertfordshire Sporting Infrastructure

2.117 The followirtgble (Table pjovidea summary of the exidiagfordshisports facilities infrastructure:

Table 6 Database Summary of Current Sports Facilities Provision by Facility Type
HERTFORDSHIRE (population 1,065,300)
(Figures in bold after / denote the number of co

Sports Facilitieby Type area of existing provision, or number of lanes,
depending on the nature of the facility referred

Sports Hall$ halls(minimum of 4 badminton court size 73342
212sqmgburts
Facilities (Courts) per 1000 population** 0.46
Swimming Pooldpools Aredminimum 25m in length) 48 /15,590.4
Facilities (sq m) per 1000 population 20.8
Artificial Turf Pitcheg$ATP)Y pitches dregminimum 3/4 sizg
i.e.75mx48m) 34/214,268
Facilities per 1000 population 0.8
Athletics Track8 sites lanegminimum 8 lane synthetic tr 4/32
Facilities (lanes) per 1000 population 0.0038
Indoor Tennissites/courts (minimum 2 courts) 11 /61
Facilities (courpgr 1000 population 0.6
Golf Course8 coursesholegminimum 18 hole courses) 50 /900
Facilities (holes) per 1000 population 0.8
Health & Fitnes3sites stationgminimum 20 stations) 95 /5477
Facilities (stations) per 1000 population 514
Indoor Bowlg sites finks(minimum 4 rinks) 9 /55

0.6
Facilities (rinks) per 1000 population
Ski Slopes Number of sites 2 sites, 5 slopes
Facilities (ski slopes) per 1000 population 0.0@
Ice Rinks Number of sites 1
Facilities (ice rinks) @00 population 0.0@7
Squash Courtssitestourts 46148
Facilities (courts) per 1000 population 3.10
Stadia (ProfessionalNumber of sites 3
Gymnasticg¢dedicated facilittd$ymber of sites 4

Indoor Cricket Specific Training Facilities
Total lanésricket specific lanes 47/12 lanes (3 specific sites)

NB. Population Figures fr@®04 based sulmational population data (GAD 2007)
** Facilities per 1008ee Glossary

2.118 ltis important to point out that provision for divingnfdaliGesinty is limited both in terms of quality and quantity. There
existing facilities at St Albans, Hemel Hempstead, Hatfield and Stevenage. There are no 10m boards in the County
been a net loss of diving facilities at both natiegibaal level, which has the potential to impact on participation at bot
and community level.
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2.119 ltis recognised that the scope of this strategy, although identifying all facilities, does not include thosesizel@w the m
the supplsnd demand analysis. Therefore facilities such as Briggettdteotte, St Albans City, which is 22.9m in
length, is excluded from the supply and demand calculations; this facility providesepbunhiswdyddoilitlosure once
new fadiles are opemap 1 overleaf shows the location of the above facilities.
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