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The strategic context for Active Hertfordshire is informed by the following policy documents: 
 

 Creating Active Places - Sports Facilities Strategy for the East of England 

 Draft East of England Plan (2006) 

 Existing Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia and South-East England 

 Sustainable Communities Plan (2003) 

 East of England Regional Plan for Sport (2004) 

 A Shared Vision ï The Regional Economic Strategy for the East of England (Nov 2004) 

 Regional Cities East- a Business Case for Enabling Measures from Government (July 2006) 

 A Better Life - Regional Cultural Strategy (2006) 

 NGB National Facilities Strategies (various) 

 Existing relevant sub-regional strategies  
 

Within Hertfordshire the key policy documents relevant to Active Hertfordshire are summarised in Appendix 2; the role and work of the Herts 
Sports Partnership also provides important context for the County sports facilities strategy: 
 
NB. There is a developing East of England strategy covering water-based sport and recreation currently being led by the Environment 
Agency, working in partnership with other regional stakeholders, including Sport England East; this strategy will include assessment and 
identification of priorities for Hertfordshire. 
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FFOORREEWWOORRDD  
 
óActive Hertfordshireô, the Hertfordshire Sports Facilities Strategy  - is the first of the 6 county strategies to be developed in the East of 
England; it has been informed by the Vision, objectives and principles of óCreating Active Placesô, the regional Sports Facilities 
Strategy, but focuses on the specific facility development priorities, opportunities and issues to be addressed in Hertfordshire. The 
Strategy has been developed using the Active Places toolkit, plus other supply and demand assessment models, feedback from 
consultation in the County, and, where they are in place, has also taken account of existing facility strategies at District and Borough 
level. 
 
There are a number of unique factors currently affecting and influencing provision of sports facilities and participation levels within the 
County; the Sports Facilities Strategy provides a strategic framework to guide future provision, which underpins the business case for 
new and improved facilities and will help capitalise on opportunities for investment in the county, to benefit its communities and deliver 
improved opportunities for participation in sport.  It will also help to raise the profile of sports and facility provision in the County, and 
drive the focus on increasing participation. 
 
Funded and driven by Sport England and the Herts Sports Partnership, the Strategy is a document for the whole county and has been 
prepared on behalf of all those involved in the development and delivery of sports facilities.  
 
Extensive consultation has taken place during the development of Active Hertfordshire to ensure all partners and stakeholders have 
contributed to its Vision and priorities, and will therefore be able to drive and implement its delivery.  
 
The delivery and implementation of Active Hertfordshire require significant partnership and local collaboration; funding new and 
replacement facilities is a major challenge and will need to be resourced at local level, using appropriate approaches and a range of 
delivery mechanisms. 
 
 
Chairman, Herts Sports Partnership   
 
 
Chair of Hertfordshire Association of Chief Officers (HACO) 
 
 
Regional Director, Sport England East 
 

 

 
Strategic Leisure Limited (SLL), appointed by Sport England and the Herts Sports Partnership to develop this strategy would like to 
thank all those colleagues who have responded so positively to our requests for information and consultation feedback; we appreciate 
your time and input to this important strategy for Hertfordshire. 
 
Mark Sutcliffe 
Chief Executive, SLL 
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11..  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn   
 
1.1 óActive Hertfordshire is the first of six County Sports Facility Strategies developed in the East of England; it sits underneath 

óCreating Active Placesô, the Sports Facility Strategy for the East of England, and above local district and borough sports facility 
strategies.  This hierarchy provides an overall strategic context for the current and future provision of sports facility at county and 
local level.  óActive Hertfordshireô should be used by local authorities and key partners to help inform the level and nature of 
provision that is required; critically, it should also assist in planning for provision cross boundary.  District and borough sports 
facility strategies will need to reflect the county strategy, but provide a more detailed analysis of facility requirements, in terms of 
type, location, partners and specifically resources. 

 
1.2 The development of óActive Hertfordshireô - the Hertfordshire Sports Facilities Strategy has been driven by a number of important 

factors at local level which clearly identify the need for a prioritised and strategic framework for future sports facility provision.  
These factors include the need for local authorities to identify priorities for investment in sports facilities, given the competing 
pressures at local level for capital and revenue funding, the need to improve health and address the growing obesity issue, 
particularly in young people, the need to increase participation, population growth,  implementation of the education agenda 
(Building Schools for the Future (BSF), Public Service Agreement 1 (PSA1), Extended Schools), the growing network of school 
sports partnerships in the County, and critically the need for a prioritised strategic framework to inform and guide the future 
provision of sports facilities over the next 10 years to ensure that the needs of both a growing population, and increased numbers 
of participants can be met.  This framework underpins the Vision for future facility provision in Hertfordshire through identification 
of local facility needs, and provides the basis for multi-agency partnerships to shape, implement and deliver the strategy. The 
identified priorities for future sports facility provision should also be reflected in Sustainable Community Strategies (to reflect the 
guidance in the Government White Paper), and Local Area Agreements (LAAôs), at local authority level, to ensure the overall 
Vision is joined up, and implemented strategically. 

 
1.3 Given the overwhelming need for investment in the Countyôs existing sports facilitiesô infrastructure, because much of the existing 

provision is in poor condition, or is not ófit for purposeô i.e. undersize or unavailable for community use, Active Hertfordshire 
supports the development of new provision which replaces such facilities, with well-designed, appropriate facilities, accessible to 
all, irrespective of location. In adopting this approach, Active Hertfordshire aims to address the findings of the Active People 
Survey (Sport England 2006), which highlights the overall need to increase participation given the very worrying trends in respect 
of the current levels of physical activity across Hertfordshire: 

 

 Only 20.5% of all adults (16+) take part on 3 x 30 minutes of moderate exercise each week 

 Over 50% of adults do not participate in any sport or physical activity 

 Low car ownership, socio economic status, gender and other deprivation factors continue to be major barriers to participation 

 The post school drop off (at age 16) is very significant - more than 50% of these young people stop participating in sport and 
physical activity 

 
1.4 Active Hertfordshire also advocates the facilitation of opportunities for sport to deliver wider social and economic benefits and so 

realise óvalue-addô in terms of quality of life, health improvement, business involvement, educational achievement and 
regeneration, where appropriate, through both small and large-scale multi-use community facilities.  Partnerships for delivery, or 
innovative forms of governance, are crucial for both providers and partners in sports facility provision; they will help raise the 
overall profile of sport and its various benefits, and extend the engagement of a range of cross-sector organisations, which will 
result in increased capacity to develop sports facilities.  Given that all the Districts and Boroughs in the County except Broxbourne 
Borough have now externalised the management of their public leisure facilities, the partnerships between local authorities and 
operators are fundamental to ensuring equality of opportunity and equity of access in relation to public sports facilities. 

 
1.5 Equally, partnerships at local level will be fundamental to the implementation and delivery of Active Hertfordshire.  An overview 

approach is set out for the implementation of the Strategy in Section V, but it is important to stress that ownership and delivery of 
the Strategyôs recommendations is a shared responsibility.  The rationale for this is a reflection of the infrastructure in 
Hertfordshire ï a County Council which has significant responsibility for many local functions which affect the development and 
delivery of sports facilities, but which has no direct management responsibility for facilities although it is involved in existing dual-
use facilities; 10 local authorities (but no unitary authority) charged with delivering sports facilities at local level, lots of commercial 
provision, a significant number of other facilities e.g. school. HE/FE, and those managed by Town and Parish Councils, significant 
political diversity across the county, and the significant potential through education of BSF.   

 
1.6 This fragmentation means there is no one owner of the strategy, but its implementation will require recognition of the implications 

of the existing infrastructure, and a strong commitment to work in partnership through local policies and priorities, LAAôs, and 
Community Strategies to deliver the strategic recommendations for future sports facility provision in Hertfordshire.  
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TThhee  NNeeeedd  ffoorr  AAccttiivvee  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  
 
1.7 Similar to many other counties, Hertfordshire has a current stock of sport and leisure facilities, many of which are not of the 

appropriate quality, nor in the appropriate location to effectively address community needs, have suffered from a lack of long term 
investment, and which are inaccessible/unwelcoming for some potential users; the County also lacks facilities capable of staging 
or supporting major sporting events and fit for purpose provision to support some elite athletes. 

 
1.8 Hertfordshire has a higher number of pools built/refurbished before 1975 (17.05%) than the national average (13.32%). (Source 

Sport England, Active Places data, November 2006), and around 31% of all existing pools in Hertfordshire were built or refurbished 
before 1996.Overall Hertfordshireôs pool facilities are not of as high a quality as some other counties in the East of England, but 
this is much to do with their design and scale as their condition.  8.86% of all sports halls in Hertfordshire were built or refurbished 
before 1975; this is lower than the national figure of 15.61%; however, 54.43% of existing sports hall facilities in Hertfordshire 
have been built / refurbished since 1996. (Source Sport England, Active Places data, November 2006). In general, the design and 
condition of existing sports hall facilities in the county is better than that of the existing swimming pool stock. 

 
1.9 Given these issues, there is a clear need for a prioritised strategy, which sets out the need for future investment in facility 

provision.  Without this strategy it will be harder to make the case for investment, and this means that facility quality overall will 
continue to decline.  The costs of refurbishing facilities will only increase over time, and therefore exacerbate the existing problem 
- a lack of resources to develop and deliver facilities which will assist in increasing participation and therefore help to improve 
health and quality of life.  If the cost of maintaining and operating local authority sports facilities becomes prohibitive due to the 
backlog of investment works (and consequently health and safety issues), there is real potential that facilities will close; this could 
impact significantly on the health and specifically obesity levels of those groups that are unable to access alternative provision 
e.g. commercial health clubs, due to membership costs.  

 
1.10 Active Hertfordshire raises awareness of the: 
 

 Need for a prioritised framework across the 
County to facilitate co-ordinated investment in 
ageing sports facilities which are unfit for 
purpose 

 

 Current variation in provision of, and access to,  
community sports facilities across the County, and the 
impact of this in terms of increasing participation 

 

 National priority to tackle growing obesity levels, 
for all ages, including children, with a target of 
raising participation levels in sport and physical 
activity by 1% per annum 

 

 Sport England strategic planning tools as active places 
power and the sports facility calculator and the 
development of the Sport England national sports 
facilities database (active places), and how they can be 
used to identify local facility needs 

 

 Emergence of some major sports facilities 
proposals in the County  

 

 Opportunities for involvement in sport and physical 
activity which have a critical role to play in the 
development and sustainability of Hertfordshireõs 
communities, given sportõs intrinsic value in breaking 
down barriers, ensuring inclusion, and improving 
health 

 

 Objective to make England an active and 
successful sporting nation, by providing 
opportunities for people to start, stay and 
succeed in sport at every level; this is promoted 
in Hertfordshire by the Herts Sports Partnership 
(HSP) and partners 

 

 General need for improved and innovative strategic 
planning for facilities in the County, to ensure optimum 
benefits can be achieved through the changes in both 
planning and education agendas 

 

 Need to improve social inclusion through 
inclusive maximising community access to 
facilities, meet Corporate Area Assessments 
(CAA) and Local Area Agreement (LAA) Targets  

 

 Potential opportunities for Hertfordshire as a 
consequence of 2012 e.g. hosting of a Training Camp 
(consortium approach, led by the University of 
Hertfordshire Sports Village (UHSV), and supported by 
HSP), and a legacy of increased participation and 
volunteering, given the proximity of the County to the 
majority of the main Games venues 
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 Proposed development of the White Water Canoe 
Centre, in Lee Valley Country Park, Broxbourne, 
to provide a competition venue for the  London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games  

 

 Role of the County Sports Partnership (CSP), in 
providing strategic countywide advice in relation to 
both facility planning and sports development delivery. 

 
1.11 Despite the above needs, it is important to stress that there are many examples of good practice in the County. These include 

cross boundary working in Watford and Three Rivers to develop new fit for purpose facilities to meet the needs of local 
communities, partnership working between school sports partnerships and local sports clubs, across the County, proposals for 
development of new community sports facilities in St Albans and North Hertfordshire,  work with the education sector in 
Stevenage through BSF, and development of partnerships for provision and facilities within the HE/FE sector e.g. Oaklands 
College and Gosling Sports Park. 

 
1.12 There are inevitably a number of different influences and drivers for Active Hertfordshire, for example, the level of capital and 

revenue funding available for investment in sports facilities, local priorities, the sport performance/governing body dimension, 
along with the multi sport and health agenda, and provision through the voluntary and private sectors.  

 
1.13 Facilities alone are not the answer to increasing participation; associated sport development work is integral in ensuring the 

maximum possible use and impact of existing and new sports facilities, and thereby added value (health, social and financial 
benefits) from any investment. This is particularly relevant in relation to the strategic context behind such investment ï improving 
health and quality of life, increasing participation in sport and physical activity and sustainable development.  The model of linking 
sports development with facility development has worked successfully in other areas of the UK, for example, Manchester, where 
the various facilities for the Commonwealth Games have been underpinned by sports development personnel and structured 
development plans. 

 
1.14 In Hertfordshire, Local Authorities need to consider the level and availability of private sector facilities, mainly health and fitness, 

when planning new facilities; there is a need to assess how accessible the private facilities are to local communities and what 
programmes of activity they offer.  Local authorities have a key role to play in influencing future provision of sports facilities 
through negotiating accessibility, implementing management specifications, and facilitating partnerships; their role is not simply 
about direct delivery of sports facilities. 

 
1.15 Active Hertfordshire, whilst unable to be all things to all people, aims to set guiding principles and values with some objective 

judgements on the future options for facility provision, for partners to consider in the short, medium and long term. 
 

TThhee  VViissiioonn  ffoorr  AAccttiivvee  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  
 
1.16 The vision for Active Hertfordshire is: 
 

óTo develop a network of quality and accessible community and specialist sports facilities, with appropriate support 
services*, within Hertfordshire that will facilitate increased participation and achievement of potential,  enhance quality 
of life and improve the health and well-being of  local communities.ô 

 
* In this context support services refer to the range of services e.g. coaching, sport development, physio etc needed across the profile of facility users, 
depending on their level of participation. 

 
1.17 This Vision is underpinned by six Policy Objectives (PO): 
 

 PO1 - Demonstrate strategic need, both current and future, to inform need for facility provision 

 PO 2 - Increase participation Countywide by 1% per annum for those aged 16+ 

 PO3 - Ensure provision of appropriate community resources for young people, physical education and school sport 

 PO4 - Develop Countywide capacity of clubs, coaches and volunteers to facilitate participation at grass roots, and 
performance level 

 PO5- Improve health, and address social inclusion issues 

 PO6 - Develop innovative partnerships for delivery which maximise available resources for investment and development of 
community and specialist sports facilities 

 
1.18 The above Vision and Policy Objectives are underpinned by three Community Development Principles (CDP) plus a hierarchical 

approach to facility provision and development: 
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CCoommmmuunniittyy  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPrriinncciipplleess  
 

 CDP1 - Establishing partnerships to provide a network of multi-purpose accessible community facilities, which, linked to sport 
development initiatives, will deliver increased opportunities for participation in sport and physical activity and community 
activities across a full range of sport and physical activity 

 CDP2 - Ensuring the role of sport and physical activity, and its contribution to health, quality of life, educational achievement 
and social cohesion is recognised within communities 

 CDP3 - Using sport as a focus for community development and capacity building to deliver sustainable provision across the 
County 

 

PPrroovviissiioonn  ooff  aa  HHiieerraarrcchhyy  ooff  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

 Sub Regional ï Facilities that serve the whole county, and possibly wider e.g. 50m pool, 8 court badminton halls and above, 
and indoor tennis centres 

 District ï Facilities that serve a whole district/borough but whose catchments area may also cover parts of another 
district/borough 

 Local/Neighbourhood ï Facilities that serve the rural and specific urban areas; as a minimum all villages should have 
access to a dry indoor facility within the village that provides for a minimum of one badminton court and can cater for 
recreational activities in which different age groups can participate. All persons living in rural areas should be no further than 
20 minutes drive time from a larger leisure facility and swimming pool open to the community.  In urban areas, all persons 
should be within 20 minutes walking time of a larger leisure centre and a swimming pool open to the community.    

 
N.B Drive and walk times are used as comparable measures with other current national policy; it is however recognised that limited public 
transport can impact severely on an individualõs ability to access and utilise sports facilities, if they do not have private transport.  Provision 
of public transport is frequently limited in rural areas. 

 
1.19 The role of sports development is crucial to achieving the above Vision for Active Hertfordshire. It is essential to ensure that sports 

development need is a key determinant in assessing the demand for facility provision - both community and sports specific. 
 

SSccooppee  ooff  AAccttiivvee  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  
 
1.20 Active Hertfordshire is a 10 year strategy from 2007 to 2016; this timescale mirrors that of óCreating Active Placesô the regional 

sports facilities strategy.  However, the population base for Active Hertfordshire is slightly different to that assessed in the regional 
sports facilities strategy, because more up to date data was available to inform the Active Hertfordshire.  The supply and demand 
modelling in Active Hertfordshire is based on 2004 sub national population data, published in October 2007 by the Government 
Actuary Department (GAD).  This latest population data reflects more accurately the impact of the growth in population across the 
region, which is likely to increased demand for provision of community sports facilities. 

 
1.21 The scope of Active Hertfordshire covers the following facility types: 
 

Table 1 - Scope of Active Hertfordshire 

Sports Halls (all sizes i.e. 4 courts and above, 3 courts 
and below, but not village halls/community centres, 
although their role is acknowledged, particularly in 
more rural communities) 

Golf Courses (minimum 18 holes) 

Swimming Pools (all water space ð 25m and all other 
laned pools, except Lidos) 

Health and Fitness Suites (minimum 20 stations) 

Synthetic Turf Pitches (minimum ¾ size, i.e. 
75mx48m) 

Indoor Bowls (minimum 4 rinks) 

Athletics Tracks (minimum 6 lane synthetic track) Ski Slopes 

Indoor Tennis (minimum 2 courts) Ice rinks 

Stadia (professional football,/ rugby)  

Regional analysis of outputs from national ôActive Places Power Plusõ(formerly the Facilities Planning Model)  
N.B Although Lidos are not covered specifically by the scope of this Strategy, it is recognised that there are facilities in North Hertfordshire, 
East Hertfordshire, Broxbourne and Dacorum. 
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1.22 Active Hertfordshire therefore considers existing and planned facilities incorporating: 
 

 Local authority Leisure Centres 

 Voluntary sector sports clubs 

 Private sector facilities 

 Hertfordshire County Council PFI funded school improvements and NOF funded facilities 

 Secondary schools that are being re-built or re-furbished under the Building Schools for the Future programme 

 HE/FE facilities   

 Facilities which will support participation at community level 

 Other facilities that are of countywide significance 
 
1.23 The management of sports facilities influences the way in which a facility is programmed, its opening hours and how available it is 

to the community; local authorities have a critical role when developing specifications for the management of facilities which 
provide for community use, particularly in relation to programming, and the balance of use by clubs, schools and the general 
community.   

 
1.24 Sports halls are used for many sports e.g. table tennis, badminton, basketball and volleyball, and in some cases, martial arts (if 

appropriate matting is laid temporarily); these sports compete with each other for programming time, and also access for pay and 
play usage, and club use, so management specifications need to be clear about the balance between both sporting activities, and 
club/individual use.  It is also vital to include development time in programming, particularly for minority sports, and those with 
large numbers of participation, who need to participate initially at beginnersô level.  It is also important to reflect that in many 
cases, operators use sports halls for non-sporting purposes e.g. weddings, dog shows, exhibitions etc and this significantly 
reduces both accessibility and availability for community use and participation.  This non-sporting use is largely driven by financial 
pressures to meet income targets, but in addressing these, there is a detrimental impact on the opportunities for community 
participation. 

 
1.25 It is important to recognise that the challenges relating to programming facilities can also be impacted on by the level of subsidy 

provided to the operator by the local authority; reducing the subsidy level imposes a bottom line approach on the contractor, who 
will need to focus on the bottom line and programme income generating activities, as opposed to a sports development led 
approach which focuses on increasing individual participation, for the health, social, and personal benefits derived from sport and 
physical activity.  Local authorities thus have a huge responsibility in their management specifications to balance income 
generation with social objectives, and to ensure the operator delivers accordingly. 

 
1.26 It is also important to recognise that some participation is supply led e.g. roller hockey, or basketball; if facilities are programmed 

to offer such activities, individuals will be attracted to participate.  Such participation also needs to be balanced with club and 
demand led community participation e.g. swimming, badminton, within facilities. 

 
1.27 Some extreme sports, or non-traditional activities can also be accommodated in sports halls, or multi-purpose rooms; 

increasingly, however, these activities need specialist facility provision e.g. BMX, mountain biking, skateboarding.  The provision 
of such facilities is an important consideration, given their popularity, and is therefore included in this sports facilities strategy.  
The needs of other sports such as boxing, judo etc also need to be appropriately addressed, given their high participation levels in 
some areas of the County e.g. judo - St Albans; ideally these sports need space where mats and other equipment can be 
permanently set up, to facilitate training, general participation and competitive use.  There is a distinct lack of permanent martial 
arts facilities generally within the County.  This is an issue which should be addressed given the popularity of such activities with 
e.g. young people, and the fact that  the activities can be accommodated in small halls and multi-purpose spaces, although 
obviously permanent mat facilities are preferable. 

 
1.28 Active Hertfordshire covers the following sports specific provision at County level, reflecting Sport England priority and Olympic 

sports: 
 

Table 2 - Sports covered by Active Hertfordshire 

Archery Canoeing Football Martial Arts Sailing Table Tennis Weightlifting  

Athletics Cycling  Golf  Modern Pentathlon Swimming Tennis Wrestling 

Badminton Cricket  Gymnastics Netball  Shooting Triathlon  

Basketball  Equestrian  Handball Rowing Squash Volleyball  

Boxing Fencing Hockey  Rugby Union    
N.B Sports such as Handball and Modern Pentathlon are not specifically provided for in the County, although Modern Pentathletes may use 
some facilities in Hertfordshire for training; similarly, while triathletes, weightlifters and wrestlers may train/compete at some facilities in the 
County, provision of additional facilities has not been identified as a specific need of this strategy. 
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1.29 Grass pitches and training facilities, and specific needs for particular surface types (existing and proposed) are not 
covered in depth by the scope of this strategy; these facilities are the subject of NGB Facility Strategies, and/or local 
authority PPG17/Playing Pitch Strategies. 

 

CCoonntteexxtt  ffoorr  AAccttiivvee  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  
 

PPooppuullaattiioonn  GGrroowwtthh  
 
1.30 The overall population growth in the East of England and Hertfordshire is referenced in óCreating Active Placesô; the regional 

sports facilities strategy is modelled on mid 2005 year estimates from NOMIS, as these were the most up to date figures available 
at the time.  Since the publication of óCreating Active Placesô, sub national population data (2004-based) has been published 
(October 2007) by the Government Actuary Department (GAD).   

 
1.31 Active Hertfordshire is modelled on this most recent population data (as advised by the Office of National Statistics (ONS)), which 

explains the variance in the figures used for Hertfordshire in the regional and County strategies. 
 
1.32 Given that population figures may change at local level as a result of new housing development, and significant growth areas, 

detailed population assessments, which account for inward and outward migration, birth rates, housing growth etc, should be 
included in local district or borough sports facility strategies, to ensure that accurate levels of demand (current and future) can be 
assessed. 

 
1.33 At local level, and specifically where there is a significant growth area e.g. Stevenage and North Herts, Dacorum,  local population 

data, developed as part of the overall future planning process e.g. Integrated Development Plan (IDP) data, may be more 
appropriate to utilise in modelling future supply, to ensure the full impact of increased demand is assessed. 

 
1.34 In Hertfordshire, there are a number of main housing growth areas over the next 10 years: 
 

 West of Stevenage ï 5,000 new homes being built, plus new homes in the town centre (population increases expected in 
Stevenage and North Hertfordshire) 

 North of Stevenage - 10,000 new homes proposed 

 Welwyn Garden City - 10,000 new homes proposed around the City, which will also impact on Hatfield 

 Development of new homes around Dacorum, which will impact on both Hemel Hempstead and St Albans, given the 
geographical proximity of the latter to Dacorum District.   

 
1.35 The increase in the population will impact on the demand for community sports facilities, and supports the need for investment in 

existing poor quality facilities, and the development of new provision, where appropriate.  Population growth also links into BSF as 
new schools will need to be provided to meet increased numbers of school age residents, who will also have demands for access 
to sports facilities - curriculum and community. 

 
1.36 The Hertfordshire Structure Plan was adopted in 1998 and covers the period up to 2011.   The Structure Plan supports the 

development of a wide range of Recreation and Leisure facilities. It emphasises that proposals to increase and improve sporting, 
recreation and other leisure facilities will be supported within the context, as appropriate, dependent on: 

 

 The need for the facility in the region, County and local area 

 Its contribution to the vitality and viability of the relevant town centre 

 Its contribution to Green Belt priorities;  

 Its impact on open space provision;  

 Its accessibility for public transport users, cyclists, pedestrians and for people with disabilities;  

 Its environmental impact and its contribution to the wider use of new and existing facilities, particularly in conjunction with 
schools, other education establishments and community centres 

 
1.37 As well as these objectives the Structure Plan places great importance on the need to óprotect sport and recreation facilities of an 

open nature, such as playing pitches, and childrenôs play areasô from development. 
 
1.38 Since the publication of the Structure Plan, the identification of the above growth areas has been identified. The impact on each 

District/Borough of population growth is summarised in Table 3. 
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Table 3 - Population Increases by District/Borough 

Area 2007 Population 
 (Government Actuary 

Department (GAD) 2004 
based sub national figures, 

published 2007) 

2016 Population 
 (Government Actuary 

Department (GAD) 2004 
based sub national figures, 

published 2007) 
 

Population increase by 
2016 

(Government Actuary 
Department (GAD) 2004 

based sub national figures, 
published 2007) 

 

Broxbourne 89,000  93,100  4,100  

Dacorum 139,200  142,400  3,200  

East Hertfordshire 133,600  140,100  6,500  

Hertsmere 95,600  100,100  4,500  

North Hertfordshire 123,700  134,100  10,400  

St Albans 133,600  142,300  8,700  

Stevenage 80,200  82,800  2,600  

Three Rivers 87,000  93,100  6,100  

Watford 80,000  82,000  2,000  

Welwyn Hatfield 103,900  110,800  6,900  

Total 1,065,800  1,120,800  55,000  

 
1.39 Based on the above UK figures (which are used as the basis for this strategy), it is clear that there is significant population growth 

in the County by 2016; whilst some of this is natural population increase, a major element of the overall population increase is a 
result of new residential development .  The areas particularly affected by these growth areas are Stevenage (impacted on 
significantly by the new housing development planned for North Hertfordshire), and St Albans (impacted on by the new residential 
development planned for Dacorum).  In assessing the need for new sports facilities provision, the impact of the growth areas has 
been reflected.  

 
1.40 In terms of sports facility provision, the focus needs to be on the main growth areas, as the scale of development is likely to result 

in both new residents i.e. potential new participants, and in existing residents moving into new properties. 
 
1.41 The facilities per 1000 population calculations demonstrate the current level of provision of specific types of facilities in 

Hertfordshire and its districts/boroughs, and the level of additional provision of each facility type that is required to maintain 
current standards of provision per 1000 population, if this is the identified policy objective. 

 
Table 4 - Facilities per 1000 Population 2007 and 2016 Countywide 

 Current level of 
Facilities per 1000 
population (2007 

population) 

Additional Facilities required to maintain 2007 level of 
provision (2016 population, increase of 55,000 

population) 

SPORTS HALLS  
 
(calculated as courts, based on 
minimum 4 badminton court 
size) 
 

0.46 courts 

24.97  
 

(i.e. 24.97 additional courts required for the additional 
population in the County; this equates to 6.3 additional 4 court 

sports halls in the County) 
 

SWIMMING POOLS 
 
(calculated on the basis of 
minimum 4 lane x 25m pool, 
which equates to 212 sq m) 
 

20.38 sq m of water 
space 

1097.26 sq metres  
 

(i.e. 1097.26 sq m of additional water space for the additional 
population in the County; this equates to 5.2 4 lane x 25m 

pools (212 sq m per pool)) 
 

HEALTH AND FITNESS 
 
(based on facilities with 20 plus 
stations) 
 

5.14 fitness stations 

287 fitness stations  
 

(i.e. an additional 287 fitness stations for the additional 
population in the County) 
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 Current level of 
Facilities per 1000 
population (2007 

population) 

Additional Facilities required to maintain 2007 level of 
provision (2016 population, increase of 55,000 

population) 

ATPs 
 

0.03 of a full size ATP 

1.9  
 

(i.e. an additional 1.9 full size ATPs for the additional 
population in the County) 

 

ATHLETICS TRACKS   
 
(8 LANE) 
 

0.04 of an 8 lane track 

0.35  
 

(i.e. an additional 0.35 of an 8 lane track for the additional  
population in the County) 

 

GOLF COURSES  
 
(18 HOLE) 
 

0.81 holes of an 18 hole 
course 

44.56 holes  
 

(i.e. an additional 44.56 holes for the additional  population in 
the County) 

 

INDOOR BOWLS  
 
(facilities with a minimum of 3 
rinks) 
 

0.03 rinks 

3 rinks 
 

(i.e. for the additional population in the County, 3 indoor 
rinks/I indoor facility with 3 rinks are required,)  

 

INDOOR TENNIS COURTS 
 

0.6 courts 

3.2 courts  
 

(i.e. 3.2 indoor courts required for the additional  population in 
the County) 

 

ICE RINKS 
 

0.0007 rinks 

0.04 rinks 
 

(0.04 rinks required for the additional population in the 
County) 

 

SQUASH COURTS 
 

3.10 courts* 

2.75 courts  
 

(i.e. 2.75 courts required for the additional population in the 
County, based on 1 court per 20,000 people) 

 

SKI SLOPES 
 

0.002 slopes 

0.1 slopes  
 

(i.e. 0.1 slopes required for the additional population in the 
County) 

 
This is an extremely high level of provision, because of the large number of squash courts in the County at the moment.  A more realistic 
standard of provision is 1 court per 20,000 people. 

 
1.42 On the basis of the above, it is clear that to maintain current levels of facility provision per 1000 population there is a need for 

additional sports facility provision.  This is evident just to meet the growth in population, without factoring in increases in 
participation levels. 

 
1.43 The key points are that in Hertfordshire if it is a priority to maintain existing levels of provision per 1000 population, there is a need 

by 2016 for the following additional facilities (based on converting the above requirements into actual facilities): 
 

 6.3 4 badminton court sports halls  

 5.2 4 lane x 25m swimming pools  

 287 fitness stations 
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 0.35 athletics tracks (8 lane) 

 1.9 ATPs 

 44.56 holes of golf i.e. approx 3.2 x 18 hole courses 

 3 indoor bowls rinks 

 3.2 indoor tennis courts 

 2.75 squash courts 

 0.04 ice rinks 

 0.1 ski slopes 

 More specific provision for martial arts i.e. permanent dojo space 
 

AAccttiivvee  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  --    tthhee  CChhaalllleennggeess  aanndd  IIssssuueess    
 
1.44 A number of significant issues, challenges and opportunities have been identified through the developing of this facilities strategy, 

in terms of delivering an Active Hertfordshire.  These issues and challenges provide a framework for the development of the 
strategy, and reflect the range of questions that providers, partners and funders need to consider as part of the strategic planning 
process for new and improved sports facility provision at county level. 

 
1.45 The significant issues and challenges summarised overleaf are discussed in more detail through the analysis of both community 

and sports specific facility provision, whilst the options for addressing the challenges are set out in the Delivery section of this 
strategy. 
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The Challenge Issues to be Considered 

Providing the appropriate number of Quality, Fit for 
Purpose Facilities 

How is it best to tackle both the quantity and quality of existing facility provision in the County? 
 

 Swimming pools and sports halls in the county built in the late 1960s and early 1970s  

 Existing facilities which are not ôfit for purposeõ, and/or are unavailable for community access 

 Existing facilities which are inaccessible/inappropriate for community use, due to poor infrastructure, location, or lack 
of a formal community use agreement 

 The variances in existing levels, type, distribution and quality of facility provision 

 The need for investment in existing facility stock 
ü What is the most effective way to provide for current demand, the planned growth, and increases in participation? 
ü What is the best way to tackle accessibility in practical terms in both rural and urban areas, where population density 

varies? 
ü What are the priorities for both community and sport specific facility provision and how can capacity and 

availability/accessibility for all sports facilities be maximised, including those which need more than buildings e.g. sailing, 
rowing, canoeing etc? 

ü What are the local priorities and need?; given the non-statutory status of sport and leisure in local authorities, delivery of 
this service (facilities, sport development, capital and revenue resources) may have to compete for resources with statutory 
provision at local level, and therefore it may be challenging to reflect regional and national priorities for provision; use of 
CPA/BV119 may be useful in assessing local need 

ü How can the sporting community ensure that new facility provision is ófit for purposeô, and that existing provision meets this 
criterion, including appropriate provision for people with a disability, and delivery of the requirements of the management 
specification, as intended by the local authority? (Reference the Quirk Report 2006) 

ü How can the sporting community make sure that there is equality of access for all sports to available facilities across the 
county? 

ü What is the best way to manage access to existing facilities, particularly on school sites, where opening hours have been 
significantly reduced as a consequence of health and safety policies? 

 

What resources are needed to provide facilities, and 
from where could they be sourced? 

 How can the identified investment in facility provision across the region be resourced? 

 How can planning challenges. Historic buildings/areas are overcome, and the regional and local planning frameworks 
and the potential for funding linked to the growth agenda be optimised? 

 How can the resources for short and longer term maintenance, refurbishment and new development be identified, 
given the non-statutory function of sport and leisure in local authorities? 

 How can funding contributions be maximised through S106 and planning gain? 

 Which organisations will take the lead in the delivery of Active Hertfordshire, and what resources might the Strategy 
attract, in both rural and urban areas? 
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The Challenge Issues to be Considered 

What is the best way to ensure provision for 
performance athletes, training and competition? 
 

 What is the most appropriate approach to maintain and where appropriate enhance existing, as well as develop new, 
sport specific provision, to improve facilities for training and competition and as a consequence retain elite athletes in 
the region? 

 How can the opportunities and challenges presented by 2012 - the Olympics and Paralympics be appropriately 
quantified? E.g. lack of future funding, lack of skills to build non-specific facilities 

 What is the best way to reduce the current export of some elite athletes from the region, due to a lack of some sport 
specific training facilities (and in some cases access to appropriate support services)? 

 Is there a need to develop one central venue for performance sport? 
 

What Partnerships may be able to help deliver the 
appropriate number of quality, fit for purpose 
facilities? 
 

 Who should be involved in developing partnerships for delivery?  

 How can the voluntary sector best be engaged in the future development of the facility network? E.g. facilities provided 
by the YMCA, other agencies 

 What is the role of education and specifically the Building Schools for the Future Programme, the Extended Schools 
Initiative and dual-use provision, and achieving PSA1, and how can these initiatives link into both facility development 
and sport development? 

 How can we ensure the potential opportunities through BSF are maximised for sports facilities at a local level, given 
that implementation for BSF is over a lengthy period of time? 

 How can the development and implementation of innovative delivery partnerships best be facilitated? 

 How can cross boundary partnership working be developed? 

 How can we best work with the HE/FE sector, given the significant proposals across the region for new sports facility 
development? 

 What is the most effective means of building capacity across the sport and physical activity sector? 

 How can the growing trend for provision of workplace fitness gyms be optimised? 

 How can we ensure the resources (facilities and volunteers) of the voluntary sector are used most effectively, and are 
sustainable; what is the role of sport development and how can these resources help to increase participation? 

 How can resources in the commercial sector contribute effectively to the facilities network? 
 

 
1.46 Whilst the above may appear an overwhelming list of issues and challenges, it is intended to illustrate the context in which sports future facility provision needs to be planned, 

given the outcomes it is intended to deliver, and the agendas to which sports facility provision can contribute.
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1.47 In addition to the above issues, there are some very specific issues for Hertfordshire which will need to be addressed in planning 
for future facility provision.  These include: 

 

 The need for a balanced approach to programming, particularly in sports halls, between individual sports, and 
between club and casual use; management of non-sports events also needs to be carefully considered, to minimise 
impact on regular sporting use.  The role of local authorities in drawing up facility management specifications, and 
determining subsidy levels for operators is critical in this respect. 

 The role of local authorities in selecting appropriate operators for community sports facilities, and in ensuring the 
outcomes of the facility specifications are delivered 

 The need to ensure that facilities e.g. sports halls are appropriately designed for their end use e.g. colour of walls, 
position of lighting etc 

 The need to ensure that sports clubs are able to gain appropriate security of tenure in terms of use, to facilitate club 
development and participation pathways; this is critical to support external funding bids, and allow continuity of 
provision 

 There is a need to sustain investment into the voluntary sector, to develop coaches, volunteers etc, without whom 
local clubs are likely to fold 

 
1.48 The options and approaches to address and resolve these issues and challenges are developed in detail in Section V of Active 

Hertfordshire. 
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22..  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  --  SSuummmmaarryy  
 
2.1 Hertfordshire is located adjacent to Greater London on the north side, and in between key routes between London and the major 

cities of the Midlands and North. It covers an area of 634sq miles and has an estimated population of just over 1 million, 87% of 
whom live in the 45 settlements of over 3,000 people.  

 
2.2 There is one city (St Albans) and a variety of market towns, industrial towns, new towns (Letchworth and Stevenage), a Garden 

City (Welwyn Garden City), commuter villages and rural villages. There are ten Districts / Boroughs; the four southernmost are 
Broxbourne, Hertsmere, Watford and Three Rivers, urban Stevenage is in the north of the County, and the more rural, fairly 
sparsely populated districts of East Hertfordshire and North Hertfordshire are in the east and north east respectively. 

 
Fig. 1 Location of Districts/Boroughs within Hertfordshire  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  DDeemmooggrraapphhiicc  PPrrooffiillee  
 
2.3 In addition to the location of Hertfordshire, it is also important to consider the demographic make up of the area as key 

demographic and socio-economic characteristics are known to influence demand characteristics.  The most recent population 
data on which the County sports facilities strategy is based in the 2004 -based sub national data, published by the Government 
Actuary Department (GAD) in October 2007. This gives the population in 2007 as 1,065,800.  The Countyôs demographic profile 
has influenced the development of, and recommendations for, Active Hertfordshire. 

 
2.4 Certain age-groups e.g. young people are known to register higher participation rates in a number of sport and leisure activities; 

deprived communities often experience issues relating to accessing services and opportunities; specific cultural backgrounds may 
result in some passive and active recreation pursuits being favoured over others; car ownership levels can impact on the range of 
facilities that can be accessed.  The Active People Survey results demonstrate that participation in the county is greatly influenced 
by south east factors e.g. relatively high levels of affluence, car ownership, educational attainment, generally good health etc. Key 
demographic data (2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 2007))for Hertfordshire is summarised overleaf: 
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Table 5 - Hertfordshire Demographic Profile (2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 2007)) 

Age Structure Number of people 
% of total population  

Hertfordshire England 

0 ð 4  years 65,900 6.2 6.0 

5 ð 14 years 133,100 12.5 14.2 

15 ð 24 years 126,200 11.8 10.9 

25 ð 64 years 578,500 54.3 53.0 

65 and over 162,200 15.2 15.9 

All people 1,065,800 (numbers may not total exactly due to rounding) 100 100 

 
2.5 Analysis of the above population data information identifies that: 
 

 Hertfordshire is an area with a predominately white population (95%).  The largest ethnic minority group is Indian 
at 1.57% of the population, with small, but significant, numbers of other BME populations 

 

 The population profile is similar to that of England but with slightly fewer people in the 5-14 age bracket and a 
greater proportion of the 25-64-age bracket; the Countyõs population is therefore ageing, which will in the longer 
term impact on the nature of sports facilities required 

 

 Generally good health but significant variation in life expectancy.  The percentage of residents in Hertfordshire 
with limiting long-term illness is 27.51 

 

 Statistics related to transport identified that the number of households without a car/van was slightly lower that the 
England and Wales average (17.69% compared to 26.8%). although the number of households with 2 or more cars 
was above the England and Wales averages (31.61% compared to 23.56%) 

 

 There is a lower unemployment average in Hertfordshire compared to the England and Wales average (2.13 
compared to 3.35) 

 

 The University of Hertfordshire has a significant impact on the demographic profile of the county, given the large 
population of young people studying at the University; this large population of young people also impacts on the 
demand for sports facilities, given that generally this age group is physically active 

 

 

OOtthheerr  kkeeyy  ffaaccttoorrss  iinnfflluueenncciinngg  AAccttiivvee  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  
 
2.6 There are a number of important, concurrent and in some cases (e.g. proximity to London and hub of 2012 activity), unique 

factors, which need to be considered in developing a strategy for the future provision of sport facilities in Hertfordshire: 
 

 Rural/Urban split; this has significant 
implications for accessibility, as drive times in 
urban and rural areas are very different, and 
there are generally fewer facilities in rural areas 

 

 The potential for economic benefits linked to facility 
provision e.g. tourism and sports tourism 

 
 

 The ôBuilding Schools for the Futureõ (BSF) 
Programme, and its roll out across the County, 
with Stevenage Borough being the initial BSF 
Programme in Hertfordshire 

 

 The growing HE/FE sector and the potential for these 
sites to host major sports facilities 

 

 Sustainability, in terms of capital investment, 
usage, and accessibility, and specifically 
accessibility, in the context of the need to 
reduce levels of carbon emissions 

 

 Reflecting ôHealthy Futuresõ (regional Physical Activity 
Strategy) at county level and specifically the need to 
ensure children have a healthy start in life, facilitate 
ôactive ageingõ, increase participation by women and 
certain ethnic communities, and contribute to the 
recommended levels of physical activity for the region 
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 The opportunity to develop and enhance 
volunteer skills in the County through 
involvement in the  2012 Games 

 

 

 

HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  SSppoorrttiinngg  PPrrooffiillee  ðð  TThhee  BBoorroouugghhss  aanndd  DDiissttrriiccttss      
 
2.7 Active Hertfordshire identifies the need for future resources in existing, new and replacement facilities in the County (Section III); 

in order to be clear about the priorities for the future, it is important to understand the current levels and nature of provision across 
the County, and the plans/proposals within each District/Borough. With the exception of Broxbourne, all the Districts and 
Boroughs have outsourced the management of their sports and leisure facilities, through a management contract/partnership 
arrangement, mainly to trusts.   

 
2.8 The information below provides a snapshot of each of the Boroughs and Districts in Hertfordshire in relation to sports facility 

provision.  It is also important to note that there are emerging CSNs i.e. all Districts/Boroughs; those in Stevenage and Welwyn 
Hatfield are already well developed and embedded. 

 

BBrrooxxbboouurrnnee  BBoorroouugghh  
 

Borough Description 
 
2.9 The Borough of Broxbourne covers 20 square miles in south east Hertfordshire and has a population of about 89,000. (2004 - 

based sub-national population data (GAD 2007)).  Broxbourne's towns of Waltham Cross, Cheshunt, Broxbourne and Hoddesdon 
lie along the Lee Valley's main roads and railways. The Borough is a combination of both rural and urban areas; the green belt 
protects the surrounding countryside. To the west the Borough extends over well-wooded countryside to include Goffs Oak and 
the popular Lee Valley Park marks the eastern boundary. The Borough has excellent road and rail links, and is therefore a 
significant commuter belt for London and the south east. The Borough has some pockets of severe deprivation; these are linked 
to the very low participation levels in sport and physical activity in the Borough. 

 

BBrrooxxbboouurrnnee  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.10 There are two large sports centres operated by the Borough Council ï Grundy Park Leisure Centre and the John Warner Sports 

Centre (opened in 2002) both of which have swimming pools. Hoddesdon Open Air Pool is also open annually between May ï 
September; this facility is now 70 years old. Goffs School Sports Centre is a joint use facility operated through a community use 
agreement in partnership with Goffs School. The Broxbourne Civic Hall, Wolsey Hall and other community halls provide a range of 
sports and leisure opportunities. There are no compliant athletic facilities for community use in the Borough. The nearest athletic 
facilities including synthetic tracks and full throwing/jumping facilities are Queen Elizabeth Stadium, Enfield and Wodson Park 
Sports and Recreation Centre. All seven senior schools in the Borough have areas suitable for long jump, standing jump, shot and 
javelin although standards and maintenance vary considerably. The lack of athletics provision could therefore eventually be 
resolved through the BSF Programme. 

 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.11 In addition there are swimming pools at Cheshunt, and Turnford Schools (private) which are available for club and group use 

some of the time. Hertford Regional College is converting an existing sports hall into a gym and laboratory, and may develop an 
ATP on the Broxbourne campus. 

 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.12 On the edge of the Borough is the Lee Valley Leisure Pool operated by the Lee Valley Regional Park. 
 
2.13 The Cheshunt Club, Albury Ride ï offers squash, cricket football, hockey and both indoor and outdoor bowls. It is also home to 

Cheshunt Amateur Boxing Club, Target Fitness and Bezer School of Dance. 
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2.14 Rosedale Old Cestrians Sports Club offers cricket, tennis, rugby and bowls, Broxbourne Sports club is home to four main sports. 
There are six squash courts, one ATP, one county standard cricket pitch and eleven tennis courts, including three grass courts. 

 
2.15 Cheshunt Park Golf Course is a well established 18 hole and par 71 course.  There is a well-established Shooting Club in 

Cheshunt, which could potentially contribute as a facility for a 2012 Training Camp, if facilities were further developed, as part of 
the bid co-ordinated across the County. 

 
Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities 

2.16 A new Canoe Slalom course is planned for construction at Broxbourne, using the waters of the River Lea to provide a physical link 
to the Olympic Park in the Lower Lee Valley. Broxbourne sits on the edge of the 1000-acre Lea Valley Country Park in 
Hertfordshire, just outside the M25 motorway, and directly linked to the proposed Olympic Park by the water of the River Lea. The 
Canoe Slalom course will have facilities for 12,000 spectators to enjoy the spectacular white-water racing. The slalom course will 
become a centre for elite and grass-roots training and competition, as well as becoming a major leisure attraction for white water 
rafting.  

 

DDaaccoorruumm  BBoorroouugghh  
 

Borough Description 
 
2.17 The Borough of Dacorum is in West Hertfordshire. It is composed of the three main towns of Hemel Hempstead, Berkhamsted 

and Tring plus number of large and small villages.  The population of Dacorum (2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 
2007)) is 139,200.  Dacorum has 16 Parish Councils and the area of Hemel Hempstead. 

 

DDaaccoorruumm  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.18 The Borough Council provides sports centres in Hemel Hempstead, Berkhamsted and Tring, which are managed by a Leisure 

Trust. 
 
2.19 Most of the borough is well served by leisure centres, though outlying settlements such as Markyate, Flamstead and Long 

Marston are outside the catchment areas; the relatively small populations in these villages do not however, justify provision of new 
sport and leisure facilities.  

 
2.20 The Dacorum Indoor Sport Strategy identifies that Dacorum is well provided for in terms of water space; although the majority of 

clubs report demand for additional water time, this does not equate to sufficient demand for a new pool. There is a need for a 
borough wide co- ordination of swimming and learning to swim; this will need improved pool programming across the Borough 
and school sites to accommodate additional demand for water time from clubs. 

 
2.21 There is a good distribution of fitness facilities across the Borough provided by both public and private sector. Significant parts of 

the rural areas are outside the catchment, again mainly to the south of Hemel Hempstead.  
 
2.22 The Indoor Sports Strategy does not recognise a need for any additional squash court facilities. 
 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.23 A dual-use facility is provided at Longdean School.  The ATP on this site requires investment. A new 4 badminton court sports 

complex will open at John F Kennedy Catholic School, Hemel Hempstead in early 2009; this new facility will have limited, 
predominantly badminton, community use. 

 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.24 Indoor Tennis ï Berkhamsted Racquets Club has just built two indoor courts.  There is an 18 hole golf course at Little Hay Golf 

Complex, and an athletics track in Dacorum.  The facility at Hemel Hempstead includes a purpose built gymnastics centre.  In 
addition, there are a range of community-based activities provided in Kings Langley. 

 

http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=1761
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=1541
http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=1762
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2.25 Indoor Bowls ï Since the closure of the indoor bowls facility at Leisure World, provision is based on community centres. The 
nearest facilities are at North Watford and Redbourne Sports Centres (the Redbourne facility is outdoors). 

 
2.26 There are around 200 local sports clubs in the Borough, providing for a wide range of sports.  
 

EEaasstt  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  DDiissttrriicctt  
 

District Description 
 
2.27 East Hertfordshire is characterised by a settlement pattern of small towns and villages. There are three main towns in the District: 

Ware, Hertford and Bishopôs Stortford and two smaller towns; Sawbridgeworth and Buntingford.  All the towns in the district are of 
considerable historical interest; the preservation of their historical features contributes to a pleasant environment in which to live 
and work. They serve many functions associated with market towns, being centres for shopping, leisure, business and services. 

 
2.28 The (2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 2007)) population estimate for the District is 133,600.  East Hertfordshire 

has the most significant rural economic profile in the county. There are 433 holdings in East Hertfordshire in total occupying 
34,647 hectares. This is significant in terms of farming, land and diversification alone.  

 

EEaasstt  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.29 Although still owned by the council, the day-to-day operation of the following facilities is now the responsibility of Stevenage 

Leisure Limited on an interim basis: 
 

 Hartham Pool and Gym in Hertford  
 Grange Paddocks Pool and Gym in Bishopôs Stortford  

 
2.30 The following facilities are owned by Hertfordshire County Council, but form part of the East Hertfordshire management contract, 

managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited, on an interim basis (the re-tendering exercise is currently  being undertaken, which may 
provide an opportunity to look at the current balance of use across the facilities): 

 
 Fanshawe Pool & Gym in Ware  
 Ward Freman Pool in Buntingford  

 
2.31 Leventhorpe Pool and Gym in Sawbridgeworth is also managed as part of the contract. The existing swimming pool facilities are 

ageing. 
 
2.32 There are no sports halls in the ownership of the Local Authority, which presents significant challenges to the local school sports 

partnership in developing opportunities for participation. 
 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.33 Haileybury College operates a 25m x 13m swimming pool available for community use approximately six hours per day at varied 

times, plus a sports hall available for community use. There are also major sports facilities at the private schools in the District, 
and at St Edmunds and Bishops Stortford Colleges.  Hockerill European College operates an ATP available for community use.  It 
is highly possible that two schools will relocate to the outskirts of Bishopôs Stortford. This will allow an opportunity for new leisure 
facilities to keep pace with the growth of the town. 

 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.34 Wodson Park Sports Centre, Ware is a major facility, managed by a trust in partnership with Ware Town Council, which provides 

both indoor and outdoor facilities, with no subsidy from the local authority.  These comprise 2 sports halls (6 badminton courts), 
aerobics studio, a 37 station fitness suite, full sized ATP, cricket pitch and an 8 lane athletics track.  In addition the facility provides 
meeting rooms and bars, plus facilities for functions.  Wodson Park Sports Centre provides a significant local resource for the 
community but there is a need for significant maintenance at the facility.  
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2.35 The facility is extensive, and its site covers 29 acres. Planning permission for new outdoor facilities has just been received. 
 
2.36 There are around 201 local sports clubs in the District, covering a wide range of sporting activities. 
 

Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities 
 
2.37 There are proposals to extend the existing levels of fitness equipment available for community use, by installing some items in a 

number of community centres/halls in the south of the Borough. 
 

HHeerrttssmmeerree  BBoorroouugghh  
 

Borough Description 
 
2.38 Hertsmere is a place of economic opportunity, enjoying a varied commercial life enhanced by fast, efficient rail and road 

connections to the heart of London and to the north. Many high technology companies have chosen to make their base here and, 
together with light industry and major companies from the service sector, contribute to the borough's strong business identity. 

 
2.39 The Borough covers an area of 39 square miles; the 95,600 population ((2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 2007))   

of Hertsmere is concentrated in four main towns, Borehamwood, Bushey, Potters Bar and Radlett, each with their own distinct 
character and history. In addition to these urban centres, wide tracts of the borough's beautiful agricultural landscape are dotted 
with attractive villages. 

 

HHeerrttssmmeerree  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.40 The main population centres within the Borough are considered to be well served by quality public and private leisure provision.  
 
2.41 Leisure facilities in Hertsmere are managed on a day to day basis by Hertsmere Leisure, who provide and promote sport, 

recreational, and arts services for the Borough. The five main facilities provided include The Venue, Borehamwood, The Wyllyotts 
Centre, Potters Bar, the Furzefield Centre, Potters Bar, the Bushey Grove Sports Centre and the Hertswood Centre, 
Borehamwood. 

 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.42 Hertsmere Borough Council provides one dual-use facility at Hertswood School, managed by Hertsmere Leisure.  This facility 

provides community access during evenings and weekends. In the Potters Bar/Brookmans Park area, there is a lack of available 
training and competition space; only 1 suitable 4 court hall amongst 3 secondary schools.  

 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.43 In addition there are over 200 local sports clubs in the Borough. There is also a significant amount of commercial sector leisure 

provision, including national health and fitness chains. 
 

Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities 
 
2.44 There has been significant investment (£40m) in leisure provision over the past 7years. Hertsmere Borough Council has no 

further major leisure facility refurbishment plans.  
 

NNoorrtthh  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  DDiissttrriicctt  
 

Borough Description 
 
2.45 The District of North Hertfordshire is located less than 40 miles from central London and has a population of over 1123,700 (2004 

- based sub-national population data (GAD 2007)).   
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2.46 There are 4 historic towns ï Hitchin, Baldock, Royston and Letchworth and a large rural area containing numerous established 
village communities. North Hertfordshire has 32 Parish Councils 1 Town Council and two un-parished areas of Hitchin and 
Baldock. 

  

NNoorrtthh  HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.47 The main leisure facilities in North Hertfordshire are situated in Baldock, Royston, Letchworth and Hitchin. A new community 

leisure facility with swimming provision has recently opened in Royston, and a new health and fitness facility is now open at the 
Letchworth centre; both of these are the result of significant capital investment.  

 
2.48 The Hitchin Swimming Centre comprises an indoor pool and an outdoor 50m main pool with learner pool. Adjacent to the Hitchin 

Swimming Centre is Archers Health and Fitness, which provided health and fitness facilities. 
 
2.49 North Herts Leisure Centre comprises a leisure pool, 4 badminton court sports hall, 4 squash courts, health and fitness facilities 

and 2 dance studios; the facility has had significant investment (£3.1m) over the last five years. 
 
2.50 Royston Leisure Centre is located next to two schools, and is the Districtôs newest facility.  The centre comprises a 25m pool, 4 

badminton court sports hall, health spa, health and fitness facilities and 2 dance studios, OFSTED registered Crèche. 
 
2.51 Letchworth Outdoor Pool comprises of an outdoor main pool and learner pool. 
 
2.52 Royston Leisure Centre and Hitchin Swimming Pool are managed by DC Leisure.  North Herts Leisure Centre is managed by 

Stevenage Leisure Limited. 
 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.53 A dual-use facility is provided at Fearnhill Sports Centre.  Hitchin Girls School has no sports hall and very restricted outdoor space 

for facilities.  Hitchin Boys School has a sports hall and has recently received a grant to enhance its outdoor sports facilities, 
including potential provision of an ATP with community use; the Priory School, Fearnhill School, Knights Templar School 
(managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited), and the new Highfield School (opening 2008 also all have sports halls).  An ATP is 
provided at Hitchin Boys School.  The sports hall facilities at Priory and Fearnhill Schools are in need of investment. 

 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.54 North Hertfordshire College aims to develop sports facilities, which will be available for community use, on their Hitchin Campus.  

The College is a Centre for Vocational Excellence (COVE) in sport. ATPs are provided at Letchworth Hockey Club and 
Broxbourne Barracks. 

 
2.55 Around 200 local sports clubs exist in the District, providing opportunities for participation in a wide range of sporting activities. 
 

Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities 
 
2.56 The North Hertfordshire Leisure Centre at Letchworth is in need of refurbishment or replacement. The Council is working with 

Stevenage Borough Council to explore the possibility of a joint replacement facility. 
 
2.57 Development of an ATP is being considered at Hitchin FC. New ATPs are under construction at Baldock and Knights Templar 

School (to be managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council. Other facilities include a newly 
extended Wellness 45 station Fitness studio, dance studio, 4 court sports hall IT and PE and Sports development studio 

 
2.58 There are proposals to provide a synthetic turf pitch in Royston, with floodlights. 
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SStt  AAllbbaannss  CCiittyy  aanndd  DDiissttrriicctt  
 

District Description 
 
2.59 St Albans districtôs location has shaped its history and will continue to greatly influence its future. Covering 63 square miles the 

district is situated in the centre of Hertfordshire, twenty miles from the heart of London with good road, rail and air links. Beyond 
the historic cathedral city of St Albans the district includes the distinctly individual communities of Bricket Wood, Colney Heath, 
Harpenden, London Colney, Park Street, Redbourn, Sandridge, Wheathampstead and numerous rural villages and hamlets.  

 
2.60 The district has a resident population of approximately 133,600 (2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 2007)) of which 

20% are aged under 16, 60% are aged between 16 and 59, and 20% are aged 60 and over. Currently, 6.9% of the districtôs 
population are from minority ethnic communities, with significant Bangladeshi and Chinese communities.  This is a higher % than 
most other districts in the county, except Watford. 

 
2.61 Although the District has low levels of deprivation compared to national figures (the majority of the District is in the most affluent 

quarter of the country), there are pockets where deprivation is higher than the national average. 
 

SStt  AAllbbaannss  CCiittyy  aanndd  DDiissttrriicctt  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess    
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.62 St Albans City & District Council provides a number of sport and leisure facilities across the district (currently managed in 

partnership with Leisure Connection Ltd): 
 

 Batchwood Golf and Tennis Centre 

 Bricket Wood Sports Centre 

 Harpenden Leisure Centre 

 London Colney Recreation Centre 

 Westminster Lodge Leisure Centre 
 
2.63 In addition, St Stephen Parish Council also provide Greenwood Park Leisure Centre. 
 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.64 Schools and colleges have the potential to play an integral part in sport and leisure provision in the district.  Unfortunately, current 

public access to this network of facilities is limited, with only a few examples of formal dual-use or community-use agreements: 
Francis Bacon, Nicholas Breakspear and St Albans Girlsô School.   

 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.65 The voluntary sector fulfils an important role as a provider of community sports provision in the district.  Its facilities supplement 

existing provision and include: 
 

 Harvesters Football Club 

 Highfield Park Sports Centre 

 Woollams Playing Fields 

 Redbourn Recreation Centre 
 
2.66 In addition, there are around 213 local sports clubs in the District, covering a wide range of sporting activity. 
 
2.67 The private sector also provides sport and leisure provision in the district. This provision is focused on health and fitness clubs 

that cater for the middle to premium end of the market: 
 

 Body Limit 

 Cannons 

 Fitness First 
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 Otium Health and Leisure 

 Sopwell House Hotel and Country Club 
 

Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities 
 
2.68 There are currently a number of significant investment proposals for the development of new sport and leisure facilities in the 

district. These include: 
 

 A new synthetic turf pitch with floodlighting within a three mile radius of Highfield Park 

 A new sport and leisure facility on Cotlandswick Open Space, London Colney (planned) 

 A new sport and leisure facility at Westminster Lodge, St Albans (planned) 

 New sport and leisure provision at Harpenden Rugby Club 

 New sport and leisure provision at Oaklands College, Smallford 
 

SStteevveennaaggee  BBoorroouugghh    
 

Borough Description 
 
2.69 Stevenage was designated as Britainôs first New Town in 1946. Stevenage Leisure Park opened in 1996, on the former Kings 

Park Employment site, with a bowling alley, nightclubs, multiplex cinema and restaurants. Located on the A1 (M), 30 miles north 
of London, Stevenage has excellent road and rail links. 

 
2.70 Major developments in the town include the multi-million pound re-development of the town centre and the BSF Programme, both 

of which provide significant opportunities for provision of sport and leisure facilities. 
 
2.71 Stevenage has a current population of around 80,200 (2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 2007)), with 5.4% of the 

residents being from a minority ethnic group.  The largest minority ethnic group is Asian/Asian British Indian, at 1.8% of the 
population.  There are pockets of deprivation across the Borough. 

 

SStteevveennaaggee  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 

2.72 Stevenage Borough is developing a Sports Facility Strategy that will inform the need for Sport and Leisure Facilities across 
Stevenage and assist in prioritising the facilities to be provided in partnership with the BSF Programme.  

2.73 The majority of the sports and leisure facilities in Stevenage are managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited on behalf of the Council.   
These include: 

 Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre 

 Stevenage Swimming Pool 

 Stevenage Athletics Stadium 

 Fairlands Valley Park and Sailing Centre 

 Stevenage Theatre 
 
2.74 Facilities at Barnwell School are managed by Stevenage Leisure Limited. 
 
2.75 Hertfordshire County Council and the schools across Hertfordshire have been working collaboratively to develop an education 

vision for Hertfordshire schools. This has been developed further by the schools and colleges in Stevenage to produce a specific 
education vision for Stevenage. These visions will be developed into a óStrategy for Changeô, which will co-ordinate the education 
vision with an assessment of the existing school estate. It is planned that construction of new schools in Stevenage through BSF 
will commence in July 2009, with the first refurbished school open in 2010. 

  
2.76 The Readiness to Deliver submission (October 2006) identifies that six of the seven secondary schools in Stevenage are 

community schools with the seventh a voluntary aided school. There are also 3 special schools; BSF will have an impact on all 
the existing Stevenage Schools. It is expected that schools will be larger, more educationally viable, and will serve the needs of 
young people, parents and the wider community more effectively. 
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Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.77 There is a specialist gymnastics centre at Marriots School, Stevenage. 
 
2.78 There is an 18 hole golf course, plus two other courses in the Stevenage Borough. 
 
2.79 The Borough also boasts Stevenage Football Stadium, Stevenage Football Academy, and the John Pryor Centre (operated by the 

Youth Service). 
 
2.80 There are around 178 local sports clubs in the Borough, providing participative opportunities in a wide range of sporting activity. 
 

Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities 
 

2.81 The re-provision of Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre is being considered as part of redevelopment of the Stevenage Town 
Centre. 

 

TThhrreeee  RRiivveerrss  DDiissttrriicctt    
 

Borough Description 
 
2.82 Three Rivers District, with a resident population of around 87,000 (2004 - based  sub-national population data (GAD 2007)), offers 

an ideal mixture of beautiful countryside, excellent leisure facilities, good communications, historic buildings, and purpose built 
offices and well located parks and public open spaces. The District has large areas of attractive open countryside, much of it 
Green Belt. Water is an important element of Three Rivers, with the three small local rivers, the Chess, Gade and Colne giving the 
District its name. The Grand Union Canal runs through the District and the Council-owned Aquadrome provides a unique mixture 
of open space, walks, sailing and watersports.  

 
2.83 Located on the outer fringes of London, communications in the area are very good with road and rail links to London and 

elsewhere, including the M1, M25, the west coast main line and the metropolitan Line into central London. The planned Croxley 
Link would provide direct rail links with central Watford. Heathrow and Luton airports are nearby. 

 

TThhrreeee  RRiivveerrss  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.84 Three Rivers District Council is currently working in partnership with Watford Council and has part funded the new Woodside 

Leisure Centre, which addresses the need for swimming provision in the Abbots Langley area of the District. 
 
2.85 Three Rivers District Council is redeveloping the William Penn Leisure Centre, Rickmansworth; this facility will include an 

extended fitness suite area, a new pool, new studio, a multi-purpose space for a cr¯che/childrenôs parties, full DDA access, and 
the latest energy-conservation technology, including use of solar power heating. 

 
2.86 The Council also provides the Sir James Altham Swimming Pool, and The Centre, both in South Oxhey. 
 
2.87 The Council is also now in the final phase of replacing all its sports pavilions. 
 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.88 There are significant sports facilities at private schools, e.g. Merchant Taylors (boys) and the Royal Masonic (girls). 
 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.89 There are 18 hole and 9 hole golf courses at Rickmansworth, plus a range of local sports clubs (around 38) in the area. 
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WWaattffoorrdd  BBoorroouugghh    
 

Borough Description 
 
2.90 Watford, with a resident population of around 80,000 (2004 - based  sub-national population data (GAD 2007)), is a main centre 

for retailing, employment, culture and recreational facilities. The town is classed as a major sub-regional centre in terms of 
retailing, driven by the central Harlequin Centre. The Borough has a relatively strong economy with the majority of firms being 
small and medium sized enterprises.   

 
2.91 Watford has a high percentage of Asian, and Asian British residents at 8.21% of the Boroughôs population; 2.66% of the 

population in the Borough are Black or Black British, and 1.08% are Chinese. (2004 - based  sub-national population data (GAD 
2007)).   

 
2.92 There are also significant areas of deprivation in the Borough; this is reflected in specific issues of unemployment, low educational 

achievement, poorer health and low incomes. 
 

WWaattffoorrdd  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.93 Watford Council has worked in partnership with Three Rivers District Council to fund and develop the new Woodside Leisure 

Centre site, which will provide for both Watford and Three Riversô residents.  Watford Council is also re-developing the Watford 
Central Baths (Watford Central).  Both these new facilities are currently under construction. 

 
2.94 The Council also provides the Bill Everett Community Centre (dual-use with West Herts College), and the Woodside Stadium; the 

Westfield Community Sports Centre, West Watford which is a school facility is now operated by Fusion Lifestyle, and WBC has no 
formal interest in the facility. 

 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.95 Some schools in the Borough have sports facilities with limited community access. 
 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.96 There are also a number of playing pitches, sports pavilions and voluntary sports facilities in the Borough.  The Councilôs Sports 

Development team works closely with local sports clubs, to support their development. 
 
2.97 The Watford YMCA provides sports facilities (two and three courts sports halls) in the town.  Facilities are open on a membership 

basis. 
 
2.98 Watford has several strong voluntary sports clubs, including gymnastics, which has identified the need for a new facility 

specifically providing for young people.  In total, there are around 200 sports clubs in the Borough, providing for a wide range of 
sporting activities at local level. 

 
2.99 The Borough also boasts Watford FC, Vicarage Road Stadium, which is current shared with Saracens RFC. 
 
2.100 There is a recent planning application for the development of a new Health Campus in the Borough, which may have implications 

for pitch provision at local level. 
 

WWeellwwyynn  HHaattffiieelldd      
 

Borough Description 
 
2.101 One of the first óGarden Citiesô established by Ebenezer Howard in the early 1920ôs and designated a New Town in the late 

1940ôs.  Welwyn Garden City has been identified as an historic town and receives thousands of overseas visitors every year. 
Welwyn Hatfield has 8 Parishes, in addition to the Garden City.   
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2.102 The District has a resident population of around 103,900(2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 2007)).   
 
2.103 The District, whilst largely affluent, has some very specific areas of deprivation.  These areas have low income families, low 

employment rates, poorer health, and lower rates of educational attainment. 
 

WWeellwwyynn  HHaattffiieelldd  SSppoorrttss  FFaacciilliittiieess  
 

Local Authority Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.104 The local authority provides Hatfield Sports Centre, and the Hatfield Swim Centre; these existing sports facilities in Welwyn and 

Hatfield are managed by Finesse Leisure Trust. Finesse also manage Panshangar Golf Course (18 hole). 
 
2.105 There is an embedded Community Sports Network (CSN) in the Borough. 
 

Education Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.106 The University of Hertfordshire Sports Village (UHSV) comprises state of the art facilities on the Hatfield Campus, which provide 

for both curriculum and community use.  The facilities also provide important training and competition facilities for e.g. Saracens 
Rugby Club (Academy), Mavericks Netball Club, and West Herts Warriors (National League Basketball).  UHSV also has 
developing links with adjacent HE/FE provision; these include Oaklands College (Smallford Campus) which aims to develop new 
pitches, equestrian facilities and potentially a sports hall on this site, and the Royal Vet College, Hatfield, which is also considering 
the development of equestrian facilities.  UHSV has co-ordinated a bid for a 2012 Training Camp; across the County all necessary 
facilities can be provided over a number of venues, except boxing, handball, and a water-based ATP.  There are however such 
facilities very close in outer London Boroughs.   

 
2.107 UHSV is considering a Phase 2 development for UHSV; this development would be based around elite athlete services, e.g. 

strength and conditioning, rehabilitation, coach education and academic links, plus either a 50m pool or additional dry facility 
space e.g. sports hall/arena. 

 
2.108 Sir Frederick Osborn School, Welwyn Garden City, expects to open a 4 badminton court sports hall and an ATP in 2008, which 

will have some limited community access.  Stanborough School has a 4 badminton court hall and playing fields. 
 

Other Sports Facility Provision 
 
2.109 The Council also owns and operates Stanborough Lakes (through Finesse Leisure); this is 126 acres of Green Flag parkland, 

providing for a wide range of watersports and land-based sports and recreational activities.  
 
2.110 The Gosling Sports Park, which is managed by the independent Gosling Sports Trust., is 52 acre site, comprising a 160m dry ski 

slope, indoor tennis centre (9 courts, plus 4 covered clay courts), outdoor tennis courts (8), athletics and cycling stadium (400m 
cycle track recently developed), 7 synthetic football pitches, golf range, 5 squash courts, 80 station fitness suite, 5 badminton 
court sports hall, 3 aerobic studios and an indoor adventure playground (Jungle Mania).  Gosling Sports Park is a sub-regional 
sports facility, with over 700,000 visits per year. 

 
2.111 Birchwood Leisure Centre is operated by Hatfield Town Council. 
 
2.112 There are also several privately operated golf courses in the District, which are accessible to the public, via green fees. 
 
2.113 There are around 123 local sports clubs in the District, providing opportunities for participation in a wide range of sporting activity. 
 

Planned/Proposed Sports Facilities 
 
2.114 A number of redevelopment/refurbishment proposals are in development, including the Hatfield Swim Centre ï health and fitness, 

spa and dance studio, potential development of commercial health and fitness provision as part of the new Welwyn Garden 
Centre, and re-development of the Gosling Sports Park with a 120 station gym, new changing rooms, aerobics studios and a 
professional spa with six treatment rooms. Included within the professional spa is a small 2 lane pool with saunas and steam 
rooms on pool side. In addition the golf driving range will be refurbished and extended.  
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2.115 An exciting partnership initiative (funded by EEDA) is developing with Oaklands College, to provide an extreme sport facility, 
which will be supported by educational programmes and opportunities. 

 
2.116 Overall in Hertfordshire a key point is that many private schools have good sports facilities, but community access to 

these is either limited or non-existent. 
 

HHeerrttffoorrddsshhiirree  SSppoorrttiinngg  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree 
 
2.117 The following table (Table 6) provides a summary of the existing Hertfordshire sports facilities infrastructure: 
 

Table 6 - Database Summary of Current Sports Facilities Provision by Facility Type  

Sports Facilities by Type 
 

HERTFORDSHIRE (population 1,065,800) 
(Figures in bold after / denote the number of courts, 
area of existing provision, or number of lanes, 
depending on the nature of the facility referred to) 

Sports Halls ï halls(minimum of 4 badminton court size - 
212sqm)/courts 

73/342 

Facilities (Courts) per 1000 population** 0.46 

Swimming Pools ð pools / area(minimum 25m in length) 48 / 15,590.4 

Facilities (sq m) per 1000 population 20.38 

Artificial Turf Pitches (ATP) ð pitches / area(minimum 3/4 size 
i.e. 75mx48m) 34 / 214,268 

Facilities per 1000 population 0.03 

Athletics Tracks ð sites / lanes(minimum 8 lane synthetic track) 4 / 32 

Facilities (lanes) per 1000 population 0.0038 

Indoor Tennis - sites/courts (minimum 2 courts) 11 / 61 

Facilities (courts) per 1000 population 0.06 

Golf Courses ð courses / holes(minimum 18 hole courses) 50 / 900 

Facilities (holes) per 1000 population 0.81 

Health & Fitness ð sites / stations(minimum 20 stations) 95 / 5477 

Facilities (stations) per 1000 population 5.14 

Indoor Bowls ð sites / rinks(minimum 4 rinks) 9 / 55 

Facilities (rinks) per 1000 population 
0.05 

 

Ski Slopes - Number of sites 2 sites, 5 slopes 

 Facilities (ski slopes) per 1000 population 0.002 

Ice Rinks - Number of sites 1 

 Facilities (ice rinks) per 1000 population 0.0007 

Squash Courts - sites/courts 46/148 

Facilities (courts) per 1000 population 3.10 

Stadia (Professional) - Number of sites 3 

   

Gymnastics (dedicated facilities)- Number of sites 4 

  

Indoor Cricket Specific Training Facilities 
Total lanes/cricket specific lanes 41/12 lanes (3 specific sites) 

NB. Population Figures from 2004 - based sub-national population data (GAD 2007)    
** Facilities per 1000 - see Glossary 

 
2.118 It is important to point out that provision for diving facilities in the County is limited both in terms of quality and quantity.  There are 

existing facilities at St Albans, Hemel Hempstead, Hatfield and Stevenage. There are no 10m boards in the County.  There has 
been a net loss of diving facilities at both national and regional level, which has the potential to impact on participation at both elite 
and community level.   
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2.119 It is recognised that the scope of this strategy, although identifying all facilities, does not include those below the minimum size in 
the supply and demand analysis.  Therefore facilities such as Bricket Wood Sports Centre, St Albans City, which is 22.9m in 
length, is excluded from the supply and demand calculations; this facility provides community facilities, but is due for closure once 
new facilities are open.  Map 1 overleaf shows the location of the above facilities. 
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